The best college for history
The study of history is foundational to the liberal arts and the formation of the whole
person. If you’re looking for the best college for history, the answer is clear. PC offers
the best quality and value in the U.S., according to College Factual. In the history
department at PC, you develop a critical understanding of the past and how it shapes
the present. You also gain the necessary skills for graduate school and professional life.
A degree in history opens career paths into law, education, government and various
other fields.
Through coursework you’ll research, analyze and communicate about history. You’ll
learn from professors who inspire excellence and encourage you to be an active, ethical
and global citizen. Outside the classroom, experiences like studying abroad,
researching in the field and volunteering in the community expand your learning
opportunities.

What You’ll Study
As a history major, you gain wider perspectives on the ideas, events and problems that
turn human civilizations. You also come away with real world skills – like problem
solving and writing clear, evidence-based text. To ensure a broad-based liberal arts
experience, history majors often minor in another field of study. You may even choose to
pursue a double major, which enables you to gain mastery in more than one discipline.
History major requirements total 30 hours of coursework. The curriculum covers topics
as diverse as medieval warfare and the 1960s. During the first two years you’ll take
general courses like American History I and II, and electives like African American
History. Classes become more specialized during your junior and senior years. You’ll
complete a European course – like Medieval England and France – and one Area
Studies course – like Modern Latin America. As a senior, you’ll demonstrate skills in
historical research, writing and presentation through a capstone project. If eligible, you
may also conduct an honors project, which earns you marks of distinction on your
transcript and diploma.

Student Experiences
At PC, learning isn’t confined to classrooms. No matter your major, you’ll have
opportunities to learn outside the classroom and away from campus.
● Studying abroad. PC offers programs through which you may study abroad for a
summer, semester or an entire year. With destinations like Turkey, Nepal, China,
Ireland, Egypt, Israel, and Spain, these immersive experiences connect you to
rich and ancient cultures.
● Summer Fellows Program. You can work together with your professors on a
summer project and receive a stipend for participating in the program.
● Independent research. You can conduct independent research during the
regular academic year on a topic of your choice.
● Internships. An internship provides you with hands-on experience in a position
where history is the focus. It can serve as a means to fulfill general education
credit and/or as a means to explore career options.
In addition to these campuswide opportunities, other extracurricular activities are
available to you as a history student.
● Phi Alpha Theta Honor Society. Established in 1921, this American honor
society promotes the study of history and encourages research, teaching,
publication, and exchanging ideas. PC’s chapter of Phi Alpha Theta connects
you with fellow history enthusiasts through academic and social events.
● Service projects. You and other history students have opportunities to benefit
the community through service. Projects include beautification and repair at
historic sites in the region.
● Social events. PC’s history department hosts social events throughout the year
that bring faculty and students together in a fun and informal setting.

Career Outcomes
If you love history but wonder if there are enough jobs for history majors, there’s no
need to worry. The skills you acquire in completing your history degree translate well
into multiple fields. A bachelor’s or advanced degree in history qualifies you for work in
a variety of sectors including museums, journalism, and government.

According to PayScale, the average annual salary for an entry-level historian was
$44,365 in April 2019. And the Center on Education and the Workforce reports a
median income of $54,000 with a bachelor’s in history.
Alumni from the history department at PC have pursued careers in law, the National
Park Service and Foreign Service. They have become Fulbright Scholars and ministers.
They have served in the U.S. Armed Forces and the Peace Corps.
No matter your major, PC’s liberal arts education prepares you with problem-solving,
critical thinking and other soft skills employers look for.

Fast Facts
● College Factual ranked PC as the best college for history in 2019 and 2020.
● David Dempsey ’11 double majored in history and math before designing video
games using true stories from ancient civilizations.
● Apple’s “eye in speech bubble” emoji is based on an anti-bullying ad campaign
by history alumnus Kate Baynham ’08.
● More than half of PC’s history graduates between 2015-2019 have gone on to
earn advanced degrees.
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