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A*;	 3IGHT	 REC*GNIPE	 HI3	 as	 d�a,o�d	 t+�oo�	 -6�%%+.

Beek,a�	 ��	 �entle�en	 %re�er	 Blondes,	 or	 as	 Car+	 Gra�t�s	  oss	 ��

!onkey	Business,	or	as	the	%ruB(	 ut	�ovea �e	o�d	,a�	��	�u,erous

5�,s	 (ro,	 the	 =><:s	 a�d	 F:s!	 Char�es	 Co ur�	was	  +	 the	 e�d	 o(

Wor�d	War	II	a�	*s�ar/w�����%	,ov�e	�e�e r�t+,	eve�	thou%h	he�d

 ee�	a�t��%	��	5�,s	(or	s�ar�e�+	a	de�ade!	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Th�s	so,ewhat	,ush+/(a�ed,	 ead+/e+ed	a�tor	who	oCte�

s,oked	a	��%ar	a�d	wore	a	,o�o��e	�s	eas+	to	s'ot!	He	(reOue�t�+

'ortra+ed	 us��ess,e�,	 8ud%es,	 �rust+	u���es	a�d	%ra�d(athers&

o'���o�ated	a�d	o trus�ve	�hara�ters	who	were	�everthe�ess	dr+�+

hu,orous,	a�d	whose	hearts	were	oCte�	as	 �%	as	the�r	wa�st���es!	

The	 ��st	 o(	 a�tors	 w�th	 who,	 Co ur�	 worked	 ����udes

3ar��+�	 3o�roe,	 7a,es	 Stewart,	 S'e��er	 Tra�+,	 C�ark	 Ga �e,

Caro�e	 $o, ard,	 4av�d	 N�ve�,	 B��%	 Cros +,	 Bo 	 Ho'e,	 7oh�

Wa+�e,	 Bar ara	 Sta�w+�k,	 He�r+	 1o�da,	 Bette	 4av�s,	 *��v�a	 de

Hav���a�d,	 7oa�	 1o�ta��e,	 $u����e	 Ba��,	 a�d	 Gre%or+	 6e�k,	 a�d

hu�dreds	 ,ore!	 DCo�trar+	 to	 so,e	 ��a�,s,	 Char�es	 was	 o��+

d�sta�t�+	re�ated	to	the	+ou�%er	a�tor	7a,es	Co ur�!H	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Char�es	 Co ur�	 started	 ��	 5�,s	 ,�dwa+	 throu%h	 the

4e'ress�o�,	whe�	 he	was	 a�read+	 ��ose	 to	 I:!	He	 Ou��k�+	  e�a,e

o�e	 o(	 the	 stead�est/work��%	 a�tors	 ��	Ho��+wood!	 1ro,	 =>G?	 o�,

Co ur�	 a''eared	 ��	 two	 or	 ,ore	 5�,s	 Da�d	 �ater,	 te�ev�s�o�

'ro%ra,sH	ever+	+ear	u'	to	the	�ast	two	o(	h�s	��(e!	

														He	re�e�ved	three	A�ade,+	Award	�o,��at�o�s	dur��%	h�s

�areer,	 a�d	 wo�	 o��e&��	 =><<,	 (or	 The	!ore	 the	 !errier!	 Ear�+	 ��

that	5�,,	wh��h	�ostarred	7ea�	Arthur	a�d	7oe�	3�Crea	a�d	was	set

��	 Wash��%to�	 4C,	 Co ur��s	 �hara�ter	 'auses	 �ear	 a	 statue	 o(

Ad,�ra�	 4av�d	 1arra%ut,	 reads	 the	 ��s�r� ed	 '�aOue&-4a,�	 the

tor'edoes2	 1u��	 stea,	 ahead2.&a�d	 ado'ts	 the	 C�v��	 War	 �ava�
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	11	hero�s	 (a,ous	 Ouotat�o�	 as	 a	 ,a�tra,	 re'eat��%	 �t	 severa�	 t�,es

throu%hout	the	,ov�e!	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	The	s�ree�wr�ter	o(	The	!ore	 the	!errier	'ro a �+	d�d��t

k�ow	 or	 �are	 that	 1arra%ut	 had	  ee�	  or�	 �ear	 "�o#v���e	 ��	 the

ear�+	=?::s!	6erha's	Co ur�	d�d!	

"�o#v���e	 aud�e��es	 had	 see�	 Char�es	 Co ur�	 a�t	 �o�%

 e(ore	he	de uted	o�	,ov�e	 s�ree�s,	 e(ore	he	was	eve�	a	w�de�+

k�ow�	a�tor	o�	Broadwa+!	Ba�k	the�	he	was	a	+ou�%,	s��,,	dark/

headed	 �ead��%	,a�	ho���%	h�s	 �raCt	 a�d	 u��d��%	h�s	 re'erto�re!

"�o#v���e	 'roved	 to	  e	 a	 tra����%	 %rou�d	 (or	 the	 a�tor	  e(ore	 he

(or,ed	 h�s	 ow�	 tour��%	 �o,'a�+,	 Co ur�	 6�a+ers,	 a�d	 %a��ed

�at�o�a�	a��o�ades	(or	h�s	Shakes'earea�	ro�es!	

Betwee�	 =>:<	 a�d	 =>=F,	 Co ur�	 re%u�ar�+	 'er(or,ed	 ��

"�o#v���e,	5rst	at	the	,a%��5�e�t	Stau �s	Theatre,	a�d	�ater	at	the

;��vers�t+	o(	Te��essee!	The	tow�	a�so	'�a+ed	a	s�%��5�a�t	ro�e	��

 r��%��%	Co ur�	 to%ether	w�th	h�s	5rst	w�(e	 a�d	 �o�%t�,e	a�t��%

'art�er&a	(a�t	�ot	w�de�+	a�k�ow�ed%ed	e�sewhere!	

		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Th�s	�s	the	stor+	o(	Char�es	Co ur�	a�d	the	'ro(ess�o�a�	a�d

'erso�a�	t�es	he	(or%ed	��	"�o#v���e,	��	those	+ears	 e(ore	he	(ou�d

stardo,!
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	12	 Bor�	 ��	3a�o�,	Geor%�a	 ��	 =?EE,	Co ur�	 e%a�	h�s	 sta%e

�areer	there	��	the	�ate	=?>:s,	as	,a�a%er	o(	the	Sava��ah	Theatre!

He	�a,e	to	k�ow	the	theater	 us��ess	we��,	 ut	���reas��%�+	sou%ht

the	��,e��%ht,	a�d	drew	'os�t�ve	rev�ews	whe�ever	he	ste''ed	��to

�hara�ter	ro�es!	A�thou%h	h�s	 �ater	'h+s�Oue	o s�ured	the	(a�t,	 the

s�#/(oot/ta��	 a�tor	 was	 ��	 those	 da+s	 Ou�te	 ath�et��,	 a�d	 ra�ed

 ��+��es	�o,'et�t�ve�+	(or	the	�o�a�	A3CA!

TH I� 	HEAD�HOT 	O� 	COB!RN

A� 	 THE 	 LEAD 	 I N 	 THE 	COWBOY

AND 	THE 	 LADY 	 OR IG INALLY

H!NG 	NEAR 	�TA!B 	 THEATRE 4�
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												Arou�d	the	tur�	o(	the	�e�tur+,

Co ur�	 �eCt	 Geor%�a	 to	 ,a�a%e	 a

sto�k	 a�t��%	 trou'e	 ��	 the	 3�dwest,

 ut	,ade	h�s	Broadwa+	 a�t��%	de ut

��	 New	 Aork	  +	 =>:9!	W�th��	 a	 +ear,

Co ur�	we�t	 to	 R��h,o�d,	 K�r%���a,

a�d	�o(ou�ded	h�s	ow�	e�se, �e,	the

Co ur�/Sa�t8e	 Co,'a�+&a	 ,ove

that	 %uara�teed	 h�,,	 (or	 the	 5rst

t�,e,	 a��	 the	 �ead��%	 ,a�e	 ro�es!	 He

re�ru�ted	 su''ort��%	 a�tors	 (ro,	 the

re%�o�	 ����ud��%	 1ra�k	 Wa��a�e

1�e���ke�,	a	"�o#v���e	�at�ve	who	had

re�e�t�+	 'er(or,ed	 the	 t�t�e	 ro�e	 ��	 a

tour��%	'rodu�t�o�	o(	Faust&	

1�e���ke�,	 who	  ���ed

h�,se�(	 as	 1ra�k	 Wa��a�e	 whe�

a�t��%,	 a''eared	 w�th	 Co ur��s

�o,'a�+	 ��	 the	 s'r��%	 o(	 =>:G!	 The
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two	 a�tors	 a''are�t�+	 �,'ressed	 ea�h	 other!	 Whe�	 1�e���ke�

(or,ed	 h�s	 ow�	 -s'r��%	 sto�k.	 a�t��%	 trou'e	 ��	 "�o#v���e	 a	 +ear

�ater,	 Co ur�	 a%reed	 to	 8o��	 the	 e�se, �e	 as	 �ead	 a�tor!

A��ou����%	 the	 ve�ture	 ��	 �ate	 A'r��	 =>:<,	 the	 �entinel	 touted

Co ur��s	 -stro�%	'erso�a��t+	�ou'�ed	w�th	%ood	 �ooks!.	1�e���ke�

du  ed	h�s	 %rou'	 the	1ra�k	Wa��a�e	Sto�k	Co,'a�+!	A,o�%	 the

other	 re�ru�ted	 ta�e�t	 that	 +ear	was	 Ivah	W���s,	 a	3�ssour�	 �at�ve

,ost	 re�e�t�+	 see�	 o�sta%e	 ��	 To�edo,	 *h�o!	 A	 Ba�t�,ore	 'a'er

(ro,	that	era	des�r� ed	her	as	-,a%�et��,.	add��%	-she	has	what	�s
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	23	,u�h	 ,ore	 a��ur��%	 tha�	 'rett��ess,	 a	 ��%ht�ess	 o(	 (or,	 a�,ost

(ra��,	QaR	de���a�+	o(	(a�e	that	su%%ests	the	s'�r�tua�M!.	

		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	W���s	had	a�ted	w�th	Co ur�	two	+ears	ear��er	whe�	 oth

worked	 ��	New'ort	 News,	 K�r%���a,	 as	,e, ers	 o(	 the	 Sh�',a�

Brothers	 Sto�k	 Co,'a�+S	 however,	 W���s	 had	  ee�	 �o�5�ed	 to

s,a��er	su''ort��%	�hara�ters	wh��e	Co ur�	head���ed	as	the	,a�e

�ead!	It	was��t	u�t��	�o,��%	to	"�o#v���e	that	W���s	was	�ast	as	the

(e,a�e	�ead	o''os�te	Co ur�!	

1or	'er(or,a��es,	1�e���ke�	 ooked	Stau �s	Theatre,	 the

�ar%e,	G9/+ear/o�d	ve�ue	o�	Ga+	Street	that	had	re�e�t�+	u�der%o�e

a	 ,a8or	 e#'a�s�o�	 a�d	 re,ode���%!	 Tha�ks	 to	 ,a�a%er	 1r�t@

Stau ,	 the	 theater	 had	 a	 5rst/��ass	 re'utat�o�,	 a�d	 drew	 so,e	 o(

the	wor�d�s	5�est	e�terta��ers	to	�ts	sta%e!	I�	1e ruar+	=>:<	a�o�e,

a�tors	Ethe�	Barr+,ore	a�d	her	u���e,	7oh�	4rew,	a�d	 a�d,aster

G�use''e	 -The	 Great.	 Creatore	 had	 a��	 'er(or,ed	 there!	 The

theater�s	 re%u�ar	 seaso�	 t+'��a��+	 e�ded	 ��	 A'r��,	  e(ore	 war,er

te,'eratures	 e%a�	to	st�N�e	the	aud�tor�u,	a�d	'�a+s	were	��stead

'rese�ted	outdoors	at	Ch��howee	6ark!	

4ur��%	 �ts	 ,o�th/�o�%	 e�%a%e,e�t	  e%�����%	 ��	 ear�+

3a+	=>:<,	the	Wa��a�e	Co,'a�+	'rese�ted	a	var�et+	o(	'�a+s,	(ro,
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	21	5ve/a�t	dra,as	a�d	�o,ed�es	to	o�e/a�t	-�urta��	ra�sers!.	A,o�%

the,	were	Broadwa+	 shows	 ��ke	The	Cow$oy	 and	 the	 'ady,	Turned

(#,	)ur	Boys,	a�d	*hen	*e	*ere	Twenty+)ne!	

Co ur��s	"�o#v���e	de ut	��	Cow$oy	and	the	'ady	was	we��

re�e�ved!	 -The	 �ead��%	 ,a�,	 Char�es	 4!	 Co ur�,	 ,et	 a��

e#'e�tat�o�s,.	wrote	a	rev�ewer	(or	the	�entinel!	-He	�s	a	ha�dso,e

(e��ow	 w�th	 stro�%	 'erso�a��t+,	 a�d	 the	 h�%h	 'ra�se	 he	 re�e�ved

(ro,	�r�t��s	ever+where	o�	h�s	work	��	TThe	Chr�st�a�,�	��	wh��h	he

starred	�ast	seaso�,	was	we��	deserved!	As	TTedd+	North�	M	thou%h	a

�o,'arat�ve	 stra�%er	 to	 a	 "�o#v���e	 aud�e��e,	 he	 e�deared

h�,se�(	to	the	'eo'�e!.	

														A�thou%h	the	�entinel	rev�ewed	o��+	a	(ew	o(	the	�o,'a�+�s

shows	 that	 seaso�,	 �o,,e�ts	 a out	 Co ur�	 were	 �o�s�ste�t�+

'os�t�ve!	I�	The	Two	)r#hans,	Co ur��s	-��ter'retat�o�	was	a��	that

�ou�d	  e	 des�red,.	 sa�d	 the	 rev�ewer!	 -He	 �s	 'o��shed	 a�d	 has	 a

de��%ht(u�	 sta%e	 'rese��e	 wh��h	 ,akes	 th�s	 'art	 we��	 su�ted	 to

h�,!.	 I�	 ,	 Ni-ht	 at	 the	 %lay,	 Co ur�	 -added	 ad,�rers	 (or	 h�s

��ever�ess.	wh��e	 -'�a+��%	 a	 ro�e	 so,ewhat	d�B(ere�t	 (ro,	others

he	 has	 essa+ed	 ��	 "�o#v���e!.	 I�	*hen	*e	*ere	 Twenty+)ne,	 -3r!

Co ur�	%ave	a	,a%��5�e�t	'ortra+a�	M	a�d	��	the	�ove	s�e�e	��	the

�ast	 a�t,	  oth	 he	 a�d	 3�ss	 W���s	 were	  e+o�d	 �r�t���s,	 a�d

�o,'�ete�+	�a'tured	the	aud�e��e!.	

A	tra%ed+	ha�ted	the	th�rd	week	o(	'er(or,a��es!	*�	3a+

=?,	 theater	 (ou�der	 a�d	 (or,er	"�o#v���e	,a+or	6eter	 Stau 	had

 ee�	 dr�v��%	 h�s	 surre+	 whe�,	 at	 the	 ��terse�t�o�	 o(	 C����h	 a�d

$o�ust,	 h�s	 (r�%hte�ed	 horse	 sudde��+	 �ur�hed!	 The	 v�o�e�t	 8o�t

threw	 Stau 	 to	 the	 street,	  reak��%	  oth	 �e%s!	 A�thou%h	 do�tors

atte�ded	to	Stau ,	the	EE/+ear/o�d	Sw�ss	�at�ve	d�ed	the	(o��ow��%

da+!	Stau �s	Theatre,	,a�a%ed	 +	6eter�s	so�	1r�t@,	re,a��ed	dark

throu%h	that	weeke�d!	

4es'�te	 �ts	 s�hedu�e	  e��%	 throw�	 oB(,	 the	 �o,'a�+

5��shed	the	seaso�	stro�%!	The	5�a�	show,	a	re'eat	'er(or,a��e

o(	The	!as.ue	Ball,	was	,et	w�th	a�	e�thus�ast��	ovat�o�,	a�d	the

�entinel	 re'orted	 that	 -the	 �ad+	 ,e, ers	 o(	 the	 �o,'a�+,.	 a�d

Ivah	W���s	��	'art��u�ar,	-were	��tera��+	showered	w�th	 ouOuets!	M
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	22	3r!	Co ur�	a�d	other	,e, ers	o(	the	�o,'a�+	were	(or�ed	to	a�d

the	�ad�es	��	�arr+��%	the,	(ro,	 e(ore	the	(oot��%hts!.	

ACter	 rehears��%	 a�d	 'er(or,��%	 to%ether	 (or	 severa�

weeks	 ��	 ��ose	 'ro#�,�t+,	 e#�ha�%��%	 d�a�o%ue	 t��%ed	 w�th

ro,a��e	 a�d	 e�8o+��%	 a�	 o��as�o�a�	 �horeo%ra'hed	 e, ra�e

o�sta%e,	 �t	was	'erha's	��ev�ta �e	that	the	two	 �ead	a�tors	wou�d

%row	��oser	 oB(sta%e	 as	we��!	Whe�	 the	Wa��a�e	Co,'a�+	'arted

wa+s	 ��	 7u�e	 =>:<,	 Co ur�	 a�d	 W���s	 we�t	 to	 New	 Aork	 a�d

a''eared	that	7u�+	��	a	tour��%	'rodu�t�o�	o(	Shakes'eare�s	,s	You

'ike	/t,	tak��%	the	�ead	ro�es	o(	*r�a�do	a�d	Rosa���d!	The	'�a+	was

sta%ed	outdoors	to	h�%h��%ht	the	stor+�s	wood�a�d	sett��%,	thou%h

th�s	 was	 'r�,ar��+	 a	 8ust�5�at�o�	 to	 �ut	 u��e�essar+	 e#'e�ses!

Co ur�	a�d	W���s	wou�d	re'r�se	these	ro�es	,a�+	t�,es	��	+ears	to

�o,e,	 a�d	 tour	 the�r	 ow�	 re'erto�re	 o(	 �ow/�ost	 -a�	 (res�o.

'rodu�t�o�s!	

B+	4e�e, er,	 oth	Co ur�	a�d	W���s	had	�o,,�tted	 to

re8o��	 the	 Wa��a�e	 Co,'a�+	 the	 (o��ow��%	 s'r��%!	 W���s	 ��

'art��u�ar	had	%reat�+	e�8o+ed	'er(or,��%	 ��	"�o#v���e,	or	so	she

sa�d	 whe�	 ��terv�ewed	 ��	 Ba�t�,ore	 ��	 ear�+	 =>:F!	 -6erha's	 the

'�easa�test	 o(	,+	 e�%a%e,e�ts	was	 ��	 sto�k	 at	"�o#v���e,.	W���s

sa�d,	 as	 re'r��ted	 ��	 "�o#v���e�s	 0ournal	 and	 Tri$une!	 -The	 'eo'�e

there	 are	de��%ht(u�	 a�d	 the	 tow�	 �s	u'	 ��	 the	,ou�ta��s,	where

s�e�er+	a�d	���,ate	8ust	�o,'e�	o�e	to	e�8o+	��v��%!	3+	hea�th	was

e#�e��e�t	 a�d	 I	 s�ar�e�+	 (e�t	 as	 �(	 I	was	work��%	 at	 a��!	 I	 �ove	 the

south,	a�+wa+S	a�d	wou�d	rather	'�a+	there	tha�	a�+where	e�se!.	

The	Wa��a�e	Co,'a�+	 e%a�	�ts	se�o�d	s'r��%	seaso�	��

A'r��	 =>:F,	 w�th	 a	 s�#/week	 e�%a%e,e�t	 that	 a%a��	 tested	 the

a�tors�	versat���t+!	The	'�a+s	����uded	!iss	Ho$$s,	Because	/	'o"e	You,

1on	Caesar	de	Ba2an,	!oths,	,	�cra#	o�	%a#er,	Ca�ille,	*hose	Ba$y	/s

/t3,	Held	By	the	�ne�y,	a�d	)ur	 e-i�ent!	Co ur�	�ater	�o�(essed	to

(ee���%	that	he	�a�ked	suB5��e�t	e#'er�e��e	to	'u��	oB(	heCt�er	ro�es

��ke	4o�	Caesar	de	Ba@a�!	1or	that	'art,	he	 ased	h�s	'ortra+a�	a�d

�ostu,e	 o�	 a	 ,e,or+	 o(	 see��%	 A�e#a�der	 Sa�v���	 'er(or,	 the

ro�e	whe�	Co ur�	was	a	tee�a%er!



	2 	 Co ur��s	��se�ur�t�es	�otw�thsta�d��%,	h�s	'er(or,a��es

a%a��	 ear�ed	 �r�t��a�	 a���a�,	 �o�a��+,	w�th	 the	 0ournal	 and	 Tri$une

rev�ew��%	 ,ost	 o(	 the	 seaso��s	 '�a+s!	 The	 �ews'a'er	 sa�d	 that

Co ur�,	 ��	!iss	 Ho$$s,	 had	 -5�e	 sta%e	 'rese��e,.	 a�d	 �a��ed	 h�s

'er(or,a��e	 -the	  est	 th��%	 th�s	 a�tor	 has	 do�e	 here!.	 H�s

�hara�ter�@at�o�	 ��	Because	 /	'o"e	You	was	 -stro�%,	,a��+,.	a�d	-a

,aster(u�	 �t	o(	a�t��%!.	As	the	�ead	��	1on	Caesar	de	Ba2an,	Co ur�

-was	 s'�e�d�d,.	 sa�d	 the	 'a'er!	 -H�s	 �o��e't�o�	 o(	 the	 ha''+/%o/

�u�k+	T4o�	Caesar�	M	was	a	true	'��ture	a�d	was	,u�h	e�8o+ed!.	I�

the	 'o'u�ar	 dra,a	 Ca�ille,	 -3r!	 Co ur�	 was	 a��	 that	 �ou�d	  e

des�red	��	the	'art!	H�s	�o��e't�o�	o(	the	��te�se,	'ass�o�ate	�over

was	su'er ,	a�d	 ��	h�s	stro�%	e,ot�o�a�	 s�e�es	showed	to	 etter

adva�ta%e	tha�	��	a�+th��%	��	wh��h	he	has	 e(ore	a''eared!.	B+

�o�trast,	 Co ur��s	 �o,ed��	 tur�	 ��	 *hose	 Ba$y	 /s	 /t3	 -was

de����ous,.	de,o�strat��%	-h�s	versat���t+.	as	a�	a�tor!	

The	5�a�	week	o(	'er(or,a��es	����uded	re'r�ses	o(	so,e

o(	 the	 seaso��s	,ost	 su��ess(u�	 shows!	 Be(ore	 ��os��%,	 the	 1ra�k

Wa��a�e	 Co,'a�+	 ,ade	 t�,e	 (or	 a	  ase a��	 %a,e	 at	 Ch��howee

6ark,	 w�th	 the	 ,a�e	 a�tors	 a�d	 Stau �s	 Theatre	 ushers	 '�a+��%

a%a��st	 ea�h	other	 Dw�th	 theater	,a�a%er	1r�t@	Stau 	u,'�r��%H!

Co ur�,	 dressed	 ��	 a	 New	 Aork	 G�a�ts	 u��(or,,	 '�t�hed	 (or	 the

a�tors,	a�d	was	sa�d	to	 e	o�e	o(	the	(ew	who	-'�a+ed	ver+	de�e�t

 a��!.	St���,	the	stro�%er	ushers	 eat	the	a�tors	=F	to	?!	

*�e	 0ournal	 and	 Tri$une	 �orres'o�de�t	 who	 ��ose�+

o served	the	Wa��a�e	Co,'a�+	throu%hout	the	seaso�	�o�tr� uted

a�	 ��s�%ht(u�	 assess,e�t	 o(	 Char�es	 Co ur�J	 -There	 �s	 ever	 a

�ot��ea �e	 d�B(ere��e	 ��	 h�s	 work	 th�s	 +ear	 as	 �o,'ared	 to	 �ast,

there	 e��%	a	s,oother	5��sh,	a	%reater	de'th,	o(	s���er�t+!	M	H�s

�o,ed+	 �s	 ��ea�,	 5�e,	  ut	 �t	 �s	 ��	 ser�ous	 work	 that	 he	 sh��es

 r�%htest!	H�s	 (a��a�	 e#'ress�o�	 �s	 o�e	 o(	 the	 stro�%est	 (a�tors	 ��

h�s	 art,	 a�d	 h�s	 'er(e�t	 ease	 a�d	 de�� erat�o�	 %�ve	 rea��s,	 a�d

 eaut+	 to	 h�s	 'er(or,a��es!	 So	,a�+	 a�tors	 �ot	 o��+	 overdo	 the

s�%��5�a�t	 ��	 %est��u�at�o�,	  ut	 see,	 u�a �e	 to	 re'ress	 the

��s�%��5�a�t,	 a�d	 to	  e	,ost	 s�%��5�a�t,	 %estures	,ust	  e	 rare!

3r!	 Co ur�	 �a�	 sta�d	,ot�o��ess	 u'o�	 the	 sta%e	 a�d	,ake	 h�s
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	2!	'rese��e	(e�t	throu%hout	the	theatre,	a�d	whe�	words	are	s'oke�,

he	se�ds	the	,essa%e	u�err��%�+	to	ever+	'erso�	��	the	aud�e��e!.	

*(	Ivah	W���s,	the	�orres'o�de�t	wroteJ	-As	a�	a�tress	she

ra�ks	a,o�%	the	 est	we	have	see�	��	th�s	��t+!	She	has	a	(a�e	that

�e�ds	 �tse�(	 read��+	 to	 the	 e#'ress�o�	 o(	 var�ed	 e,ot�o�,	 a�d	 �a�

,a��(est	e#tre,es	o(	ha''��ess	a�d	,�ser+!	Her	vo��e	�s	r��h,	sweet

a�d	s+,'athet��,	a�d	her	art	�o, ��es	'h+s��a�	 eaut+	w�th	(ervor,

�,a%��at�o�,	 te�der	 se�s� ���t+,	 �a'a��t+	 (or	 'ass�o�	 a�d	 tra%��

(or�e!.	

A�thou%h	the	wr�ter	�de�t�5ed	herse�(	o��+	as	the	-Bo�/Bo�

G�r�,.	 �t�s	 ��ke�+	 she	was	 a	 G:/+ear/o�d	 8our�a��st	 �a,ed	4e��a	 Aoe,

who	  e�o,e	 ,ore	 ��ose�+	 �o��e�ted	 w�th	 Co ur�	 a�d	 W���s	 ��

+ears	to	�o,e!	

*�	 a�	 art�st��	 �eve�,	 the	 =>:F	 seaso�	 had	  ee�	 a	 %reat

su��ess!	 Aet	 as	 a	  us��ess	 ve�ture,	 the	 Wa��a�e	 Co,'a�+	 (ou�d

"�o#v���e�s	 'atro�a%e	 �a�k��%,	 es'e��a��+	 �o�s�der��%	 the	 ta�e�t	 o(

1�e���ke��s	e�se, �e	a�d	the	Oua��t+	o(	�ts	re'erto�re!	I�	ear�+	3a+,

1�e���ke�	 re'orted�+	 had	  ee�	 -d�s%usted	 w�th	 the	 s�@e	 o(	 the

aud�e��e,.	 sa+��%	 that	 he	 had	 %o�e	 to	 %reat	 �e�%ths	 to	 asse, �e

su�h	 ta�e�t,	 a�d	 that	 �(	 atte�da��e	 d�d��t	 �,'rove,	 he	wou�d	 take

h�s	 �o,'a�+	 e�sewhere&to	 o�e	 o(	 three	 other	 ��t�es	 su''osed�+

v+��%	to	host	�t!	

														Whether	(or	that	reaso�	or	the	%e�era�	��sta ���t+	o(	a	sta%e

�areer,	 1�e���ke�	 d�d��t	 resu,e	 the	 Wa��a�e	 Co,'a�+	 the

(o��ow��%	 s'r��%!	 B+	 the�,	 he	 had	 'art�ered	 ��to	 h�s	  rother�s

��sura��e	a�d	rea�	estate	5r,!	A	(ew	+ears	�ater,	1ra�k	,arr�ed	E��a

CoB5�,	whose	se�o�d	�ous��	Cor�e��us	CoB5�	W����a,s	wou�d	soo�

have	a	�ew	so�,	To,&(uture	'�a+wr�%ht	Te��essee	W����a,s!	

Throu%h	 the�r	 shared	 e#'er�e��es	 ��	 "�o#v���e,	 Char�es

Co ur�	 a�d	 Ivah	 W���s	 had	  e�o,e	 'art�ers	 ��	 ,ore	 tha�	 o�e

se�se!	W���s	had	 e�o,e	Co ur��s	 �ead��%	�ad+,	a�d	wou�d	re,a��

so	 (or	 the	rest	o(	her	 ��(e!	 7ust	aCter	 �eav��%	"�o#v���e	 ��	3a+	=>:F,

the	 'a�r	 ��au%urated	 the	 Co ur�	 6�a+ers	 ��	 New	 Aork!	 The

(o��ow��%	7a�uar+,	the	�ou'�e	,arr�ed	��	Ba�t�,ore&�ot	at	Stau �s

Theatre,	as	o�e	a'o�r+'ha�	stor+	��a�,s!
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I�	 the	 s'r��%	 o(	 =>:?,	 Co ur�	 retur�ed	 to	 "�o#v���e	 to	 tour	 the

%rou�ds	o(	the	Cherokee	Cou�tr+	C�u 	as	a	'oss� �e	s�te	(or	o�e	o(

the	Co ur�	6�a+ers�	outdoor	Shakes'earea�	'rodu�t�o�s!	

6�a+s	 had	  ee�	 'er(or,ed	 outdoors	 ��	 "�o#v���e	  e(ore!

A�	 o'e�/a�r	 theater	 had	 o'e�ed	 at	 Ch��howee	 6ark	 severa�	 +ears

ear��er,	a�d	 e(ore	that,	��	the	ear�+	=?>:s	whe�	the	'ark	was	st���

k�ow�	as	$ake	*ttosee,	'�a+s,	�o��erts,	vaudev���e	shows,	a�d	eve�

o'eras	were	 e��%	'er(or,ed	at	�ts	outdoor	'av���o�!	

Co ur��s	'rodu�t�o�s	were	d�B(ere�t	��	that	he	set	u'	h�s

te,'orar+	 outdoor	 sta%es	 ��	 s'a�es	 �ot	 des�%�ed	 (or	 theatr��a�

'er(or,a��es!	 These	 so/�a��ed	 -a�	 (res�o.	 'rodu�t�o�s	 harke�ed

 a�k	 to	h�s	5rst	 tour	'er(or,��%	,s	You	'ike	 /t	w�th	 Ivah	 ��	 =>:<,

 e(ore	 she	 was	 h�s	 w�(e!	 That	 tour	 %ave	 Co ur�	 h�s	 5rst	 �ead

e#'er�e��e	 ��	 a	 (u��/�e�%th	 Shakes'eare	 '�a+,	 wh��e	 a�so	 'rov��%

that	a	(ru%a�	a�d	'orta �e	show	�ou�d	a�so	 e	ver+	su��ess(u�!	

H�s	 �ew	 tour	 ��kew�se	 sou%ht	 out	 'astora�	 �o�at�o�s,

'art��u�ar�+	 o�	 -the	  eaut�(u�	 %rou�ds	 o(	 the	 Go�(	 a�d	 Cou�tr+

��u s	 throu%hout	 the	 ;��ted	 States,.	 ����ud��%	 those	 ��

S�he�e�tad+,	 New	 Aork,	 a�d	 3er�de�,	 Co��e�t��ut,	 where	 h�s

�o,'a�+	'er(or,ed	,s	You	'ike	/t	a�d	Twel4th	Ni-ht	a	+ear	ear��er!



	2*	 Co�s�der��%	h�s	'e��ha�t	 (or	'orta �e	dra,a	 ��	�atura�,

�o�/theatr��a�	 s'a�es,	 Co ur�	 ,a+	  e	 �o�s�dered	 the	 (ather	 o(

outdoor	Shakes'earea�	 theater	 ��	"�o#v���e&a	 trad�t�o�	 that	 the

Te��essee	Sta%e	Co,'a�+	�o�t��ues	toda+	��	�o�at�o�s	��ke	I8a,s

Nature	Ce�ter!	

Co ur��s	 'rodu�t�o�	 o(	 ,s	 You	 'ike	 /t	 was	 he�d	 o�	 the

%rou�ds	 o(	 "�o#v���e�s	 Cherokee	 Cou�tr+	 C�u 	 o�	 7u�+	 ?,	 =>:?!

Ca���u,	 ��%hts	 that	 were	 to	 have	 ���u,��ated	 the	 'er(or,ers	 d�d

�ot	arr�ve	as	'�a��ed,	,ak��%	(a��a�	e#'ress�o�s	harder	to	d�s�er�

as	 the	 ��%ht	d�,,ed!	But	 the	'rodu�t�o�	 a�d	'er(or,a��es	were

otherw�se	we��	re�e�ved!	-3�ss	Ivah	W���s	as	Rosa���d	�s	a�	a�tress

o(	e#�e't�o�a�	a ���t+	a�d	��here�t	�har,,.	wrote	the	rev�ewer	(or

the	 0ournal	and	Tri$une!	 -She	�au%ht	 the	 true	s'�r�t	o(	 the	'art,	 �ts

s'ort�ve	 %a�t+	 QsicR	 a�d	 �atura�	 te�der�ess!	 Her	 v�va��t+	 a�d

��ve�t�ve�ess	was	QsicR	rad�a�t	w�th	+outh	a�d	�,a%��at�o�,	+et	she

he�d	 �o	 ,o�o'o�+	 ��	 th�s	 (est�va�	 o(	 w�t!	 3r!	 Char�es	 4ouv���e

Co ur�	 '�a+ed	 *r�a�do	 w�th	 %reat	 s'�r�t	 a�d	 h�%h	 art�str+!	 H�s

work	was	s���ere,	stra�%ht	(orward	a�d	(u��	o(	hu,or!.	

A,o�%	 the	 su''ort��%	 a�tors	 tour��%	 w�th	 the	 Co ur�s

was	Au%ust��e	4u��a�,	whose	-dro��er+	a�d	u��t�o�.	��	the	ro�e	o(

Tou�hsto�e	o�e	�o�a�	rev�ewer	(ou�d	-�rres�st� �e!.	4u��a��s	s�ster

was	,oder�	da��e	'�o�eer	Isadora	4u��a�!	Co ur�	 r�eN�+	served

as	the	�e%e�dar+	Isadora�s	,a�a%er	a	�ou'�e	o(	+ears	�ater!	

It	 was	 the	 Co ur�s�	 o��+	 show	 at	 the	 Cherokee	 Cou�tr+

C�u !	 1ortu�ate�+	 (or	"�o#v���e,	 �t	was��t	 the	 �o,'a�+�s	 �ast	 �o�a�

'er(or,a��e!	The	 (o��ow��%	week,	 the	Co ur�	6�a+ers	wou�d	 e	a

(eatured	 attra�t�o�	 at	 a	 ,a8or	 edu�at�o�	 �o�(ere��e	 at	 the

;��vers�t+	o(	Te��essee!	

6ro,'ted	 +	;T	6res�de�t	Char�es	4a �e+,	 the	Su,,er

S�hoo�	o(	the	South	had	 ee�	�reated	��	=>:9	as	a	re%�o�a�	tra����%

��st�tute	 (or	 edu�ators!	 It	 o'erated	 u�der	 the	 're,�se	 that	 �ow

stude�t	a�h�eve,e�t	throu%hout	the	re%�o�	was	 �ar%e�+	the	resu�t

o(	 tea�hers	 �ot	  e��%	 'ro'er�+	 tra��ed!	 Courses	 ��	 �u,erous

su 8e�ts	 a�,ed	 to	  oost	 'art���'a�ts�	 �o�te�t	 k�ow�ed%e	 a�d

��stru�t�o�a�	e#'ert�se!
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But	the	a��ua�	s�#/week	�o�(ere��e	was	,u�h	,ore	tha�

a	 ser�es	 o(	 'ro(ess�o�a�	 deve�o',e�t	 �ourses!	 It	 was	 a	 �u�tura�

eve�t	 that	 attra�ted	 d�st��%u�shed	 s'eakers	 a�d	 �e�turers	 to

�a,'us,	����ud��%	'h��oso'her	a�d	theor�st	7oh�	4ewe+,	re(or,er

7a�e	Adda,s,	a�d	�aw+er	a�d	(uture	;S	Se�retar+	o(	State	W����a,

7e����%s	 Br+a�!	 The	 %e�era�	 'u ���	  ou%ht	 t��kets	 to	 hear	 su�h

s'eakers	 at	 7eB(erso�	 Ha��&the	 '�a��	  ut	 ada'ta �e	 o'e�/a�r

aud�tor�u,	 ato'	 the	 H���,	 8ust	 west	 o(	 South	 Co��e%e!	 Aud�e��es

there	 a�so	 heard	 thr�����%	 5rstha�d	 trave�o%ues,	 'rese�ted	 w�th

a��o,'a�+��%	 ���ustrat�o�sS	 �e�tures	 o�	 ��terature,	 re��%�o�,

's+�ho�o%+,	 a�d	 the	 �atura�	 s��e��esS	 a�d	 orat�o�s	 a�d	 ,us��a�

re��ta�s!	 A��ua�	 'ro%ra,,��%	 eve�tua��+	 (eatured	 a	 (u��	 ,us��

(est�va�	 that	drew	�at�o�a��+	k�ow�	,us���a�s	 to	 the	;T	�a,'us,

su�h	as	the	C������at�	S+,'ho�+	*r�hestra,	v�o����st	3aud	6owe��,

a�d	te�or	Reed	3���er!	

A�d	��	7u�+	=>:?,	a	s'e��a�	theatr��a�	attra�t�o�	was	added!

At	 the	 reOuest	 o(	 the	 su,,er	 s�hoo��s	 d�re�tor,	 (uture	 ;S

Co,,�ss�o�er	 o(	 Edu�at�o�	 6h��a�der	 C�a#to�,	 the	 Co ur�s

a%reed	 to	 (o��ow	 u'	 the�r	 �ou�tr+/��u 	 a''eara��e	 w�th	 a

'er(or,a��e	o(	Twel4th	Ni-ht	at	;T!	

A�	 outdoor	 -wood�a�d	 aud�tor�u,.	 was	 ere�ted	 o�	 the

�a,'us	- etwee�	the	,a��	e�tra��e	a�d	*�d	Co��e%e,.	thou%h	the

7eB(erso�	Ha��	'av���o�	was	reserved	(or	use	��	�ase	o(	ra��	a�d	�ts

sta%e	 de�orated	 w�th	 tree	  ou%hs	 to	 su%%est	 the	 outdoors!	 The

Co ur�s�	'rodu�t�o�	o(	Twel4th	Ni-ht	o�	7u�+	=G,	wh��e	�ot	rev�ewed

��	the	�o�a�	�ews'a'ers,	was	so	we��	re�e�ved	that	the	Co ur�s	were

�,'�ored	 to	 e#te�d	 the�r	 sta+	 a�d	 'rese�t	 ,s	 You	 'ike	 /t	 the

(o��ow��%	��%ht!



	21	C�r�a	1211'	(Shakespeare	and	the	Players,	Ce�ter	#or	5�(�tal

S�holarsh�p,	/mory	6���ers�ty'�



	22	 4es'�te	 ra��	 (or���%	 the	 �atter	 show	 ��doors,	 a	 rev�ewer

(ro,	the	0ournal	and	Tri$une	'ra�sed	a��	as'e�ts	o(	the	'rodu�t�o�&

the	 - eaut�(u�.	 ��%ht��%	 eB(e�ts,	 the	 sta%e�s	 -a�,ost	 'er(e�t

re'rese�tat�o�	 o(	 a	 (orest	 s�e�e,.	 a�d	 the	 a�tors	 the,se�ves!	 -The

�hara�ter�@at�o�s	o(	3r!	Co ur�	v� rate	w�th	��te�s�t+	a�d	rea��t+,

a�d	 he	 ho�ds	 the	 �are(u�	 a�d	 a''rov��%	 atte�t�o�	 o(	 h�s	 aud�e��e

whe�ever	 o�	 the	 sta%e,.	 de��ared	 the	 rev�ewer!	 -H�s	 vo��e	 a�d

 ear��%	�s	at	a��	t�,es	adeOuate,	a�d	he	re�e�ved	a	�ar%e	share	o(	the

��d�v�dua�	a''�ause	�ast	eve���%!	3�ss	Ivah	3!	W���s,	as	Rosa���d	M

has	 a	 ,a%�et��	 sta%e	 'rese��e	 a�d	 a	 s'eak��%	 vo��e	 o(	 u�usua�

 eaut+	M	a�d	she	'�a+ed	w�th	a	da��t��ess	a�d	 uo+a��+	that	was

�har,��%	to	 eho�d!.	

Whe�	 the	Co ur�	 6�a+ers	 �a,e	 to	 "�o#v���e	 ��	,�d/3a+

=>:>,	the	�o,'a�+	re'r�sed	�ts	outdoor	'rodu�t�o�	o(	,s	You	'ike	/t

o�	 the	 ;T	 �a,'us!	 It	 a�so	 'rese�ted	 a	 �oteworth+	 �ew	 '�a+!

6�a+wr�%ht	6er�+	3a�"a+e	had	ada'ted	Chau�er�s	Canter$ury	Tales

(or	 the	 a�tors	 E!	 H!	 Sother�	 a�d	 7u��a	3ar�owe,	  ut	 the	 'a�r	 had

de����ed	�t,	sa+��%	the�r	ro�es	were	too	s,a��!	Co ur�,	o�	the	other

ha�d,	 saw	 ��	 3a�"a+e�s	 dra,at�@at�o�	 a	 �ew	 work	 o(	 �,,e�se

��terest	 to	 u��vers�t�es,	 a�d	 o�e	 that	 wou�d	 d�st��%u�sh	 Co ur��s

trou'e	 (ro,	 that	 o(	 Be�	 Greet,	 who	 was	 a�read+	 we��	 k�ow�	 o�

�o��e%e	 �a,'uses	 (or	 sta%��%	 Shakes'eare	 outdoors!	 3a�"a+e

rev�sed	 the	 '�a+	 es'e��a��+	 (or	 the	 Co ur�	 6�a+ers,	 a�d	 %ra�ted

Co ur�	e#��us�ve	'er(or,a��e	r�%hts!	

Both	 the	 �entinel	 a�d	 0ournal	 and	 Tri$une	 'ra�sed	 The

Canter$ury	%il-ri�	as	the	,ore	e#��t��%	o(	 the	Co ur�	6�a+ers�	 two
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	 3	'rodu�t�o�s	 o�	 3a+	 =E!	 As	 w�th	 the	 �o,'a�+�s	 'r�or	 outdoor

'er(or,a��e	at	;T,	the	'�a+s	were	'rese�ted	o�	the	�orth	s�de	o(

the	H���,	o�	a	sta%e	�o�stru�ted	8ust	a ove	the	,a��	e�tra��e,	w�th

aud�e��e	,e, ers	seated	o�	the	%rass+	s�o'e!	

Co ur�	 a�d	 �o,'a�+	 retur�ed	 to	 �a,'us	 that	 7u�+,	 (or

the	seve�th	a��ua�	Su,,er	S�hoo�	o(	the	South!	A�o�%	w�th	three

Shakes'eare	 oB(er��%s&,s	 You	 'ike	 /t,	 Twel4th	Ni-ht,	 a�d	!erchant

o�	 5enice&the	 tour	 ����uded	 a	 re'eat	 'er(or,a��e	 o(	 Canter$ury

%il-ri�,	 wh��h	 re,a��ed	 a�	 aud�e��e	 (avor�te!	 The	 �entinel

est�,ated	 that	o�	 7u�+	 =<	at	 �east	 =,F::	'eo'�e	 sat	o�	 the	%ree�	 to

wat�h	Canter$ury!	-A	u��Oue	'er(or,a��e	�t	was,	w�th	the	 �ue	star/

��t	sk+	o(	heave�	as	 the	roo(	a�d	a	 a�k%rou�d	o(	 trees	a�d	%ree�

(o��a%e,.	 wrote	 the	 �entinel!	 -*�e	 �ou�d	 eas��+	 �,a%��e	 that	 the+

were	 w�t�ess��%	 the	 '�a+	 as	 'rese�ted	  a�k	 ��	 the	 da+s	 whe�

wa�der��%	 '�a+ers	 'rese�ted	 the�r	 dra,as	 to	 k��%s	 a�d	 Ouee�s

a�d	�o �es	��	�ast�e	ha��s	or	o�	�ast�e	�aw�s,	,oder�	sta%e	sett��%

 e��%	the�	u�k�ow�!.	

The	0ournal	and	Tri$une	sa�d	that	-��	the	ha�ds	o(	Char�es

4ouv���e	Co ur�	M	 TChau�er�	 �o,es	 to	 ��(e	a�ew!	Now	%rave,	�ow

%a+,	he	wa�ks	a�d	ta�ks	w�th	 the	other	�hara�ters	o(	 the	6ro�o%ue,

dr��ks	w�th	 the	 �owest,	  a�d�es	 8ests	w�th	 the	h�%hest	 a�d	,akes

�ove	to	the	%e�t�est,	the	'a�e	6r�oress	M	3r!	Co ur�	has	�ever	had	a

'art	wh��h	so	ad,�ra �+	5tted	h�,	��	'o��t	o(	s'�e�d�d	'h+s�Oue,

a�d	 ear��%,	as	we��	as	su�ta �e	to	h�s	dra,at��	ta�e�ts!.	

I�	 7u�+	 =>=:,	 a	,o�th	 aCter	 'er(or,��%	 (or	 the	 6res�de�t

a�d	1�rst	$ad+	TaCt	o�	the	Wh�te	House	 �aw�,	the	Co ur�	6�a+ers

'rese�ted	three	'�a+s	at	;T�s	7eB(erso�	Ha��J	 o�eo	and	0uliet,	!uch

,do	,$out	Nothin-,	a�d	a	�ewer	tra�s�at�o�	o(	the	Eur�'�des	dra,a

�lectra!	 A	 +ear	 �ater,	 atte�dees	 o(	 the	 su,,er	 s�hoo�	 saw	Co ur�

a�d	h�s	trou'e	'er(or,	�lectra,	!ac$eth,	a�d	Ta�in-	o�	the	�hrew!	

The	Co ur�	6�a+ers	 +'assed	"�o#v���e	o�	�ts	tours	o(	=>=9

a�d	=>=G,	 ut	retur�ed	to	;T	��	=>=<	to	'rese�t	Ta�in-	o�	the	�hrew,

the	 o�d	 sta�dard	 ,s	 You	 'ike	 /t,	 a�d	 Ha�let!	 I�	 the	 �atter	 '�a+,

Co ur�	�hose	a	,oder�	rather	 tha�	 trad�t�o�a�	�o��e't�o�	o(	 the

t�t�e	 �hara�ter!	 -The	Co ur�	 ��ter'retat�o�	 o(	 THa,�et�	,akes	 the
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	 1	4a��sh	'r���e	a	hero��	5%ure,	�ot	a	weak���%,.	sa�d	the	0ournal	and

Tri$une!	-It	�s	a	vers�o�	that	 es�des	 e��%	the	o�e	a��e'ted	�ow	 +

,ost	 stude�ts	 o(	 Shakes'eare,	 �s	 we��	 5tted	 to	 3r!	 Co ur��s

'h+s�Oue	a�d	,ethod!	M	He	'�a+ed	THa,�et�	as	a	ster�,	,aster(u�,

��te��e�tua�	,a�,	deter,��ed	to	ave�%e	the	death	o(	h�s	(ather!.	

A�thou%h	 the	 Co ur�	 6�a+ers	 �o�t��ued	 tour��%

u��vers�t+	 �a,'uses	 (or	 two	 ,ore	 su,,ers,	 the	 �o,'a�+�s

e�%a%e,e�t	at	the	Su,,er	S�hoo�	o(	the	South	��	7u�+	=>=F	'roved

to	  e	 �ts	 �ast!	 The	 '�a+s	 ����uded	 ,	 !idsu��er	 Ni-ht6s	 1rea�,

!ac$eth,	 a�d	 The	 /�a-inary	 /n"alid&a	 tra�s�at�o�	 o(	 3o��ere�s

�o,ed+	 'e	 !alade	 /�a-inaire,	 wh��h	 Co ur�	 ��a�,ed	 had	 �ever

 e(ore	 ee�	'er(or,ed	��	E�%��sh	��	A,er��a!	

S���e	 a''ear��%	 ��	 "�o#v���e	 w�th	 the	 Wa��a�e	 Sto�k

Co,'a�+	a	de�ade	ear��er,	Char�es	a�d	Ivah	had	,et	hu�dreds	o(

�o�a�	��t�@e�s	a�d	(or,ed	(r�e�dsh�'s	w�th	a	se�e�t	(ew!	$u��heo�s

a�d	 other	 so��a�	 %ather��%s	 were	 he�d	 ��	 the�r	 ho�or	 ea�h	 t�,e

the+	retur�ed!	A	�entinel	�o�u,��st	wrote	��	=><:,	-*�e	"�o#v����a�

re�a��ed	 toda+	what	 (u�	 the+	used	 to	have	whe�	3r!	Co ur�	a�d

1ra�k	Ne�so�	Q�o�a�	'�a��st	a�d	�hur�h	or%a��stR	wou�d	e�terta��

at	 the�r	'art�es!	3r!	Ne�so�	'�a+ed	 the	 a��o,'a��,e�ts	 a�d	3r!

Co ur�	 wou�d	 s��%!.	 The	 art���e	 a�so	 revea�ed	 that	 wh��e

'er(or,��%	 ��	"�o#v���e,	 the	Co ur�s	 so,et�,es	ke't	 a	 roo,	at

the	e#trava%a�t	Ke�do,e	A'art,e�ts	o�	C����h	Ave�ue!	

														A,o�%	the	"�o#v����a�s	who	,a��ta��ed	re�at�o�sh�'s	w�th

the	Co ur�s	was	4e��a	Aoe,	whose	s�ster	a�d	 rother/��/�aw,	A���e

a�d	 Harr+	 I8a,s,	 ow�ed	 the	 r�vers�de	 'ro'ert+	 that	 �ater

deve�o'ed	��to	I8a,s	Nature	Ce�ter!	As	a	 udd��%	8our�a��st,	4e��a

had	 o��e	 ��terv�ewed	 Co ur�	 (or	 the	 0ournal	 and	 Tri$une,	 a�d

ev�de�t�+	 ,ade	 a	 %ood	 �,'ress�o�!	 Co ur�	 h�red	 her	 as	 the

Co ur�	6�a+ers�	 -adva��e	'u ����t+	a%e�t.	 ��	=>=I,	a�d	Aoe	 8o��ed

the	su,,er	tour!	News'a'er	so��et+	'a%es	(o��owed	her	v�s�ts	a�d

�o�%	 asso��at�o�	 w�th	 the	 Co ur�s!	 A��ord��%	 to	 a	 =><F	 0ournal

a��ou�t,	 the	 Co ur�s	 so,et�,es	 �ast	 Aoe	 ��	 �hara�ter	 ro�es

-whe�ever	 the+	 were	 Q'er(or,��%R	 �ear	 th�s	 v�����t+,.	 thou%h

s'e��5�	e#a,'�es	o(	th�s	are	s�ar�e!



	 2	 UUU	

ACter	 the	Co ur�	6�a+ers�	 �ast	 st��t	 ��	"�o#v���e,	Char�es	 a�d	 Ivah

e�8o+ed	 a	 str��%	 o(	 su��esses	 o�	 a�d	 oB(	 Broadwa+,	 as	  oth

'er(or,ers	a�d	'rodu�ers,	start��%	w�th	The	Yellow	0acket	��	=>=I&

wh��h	 �ove��st	 Booth	 Tark��%to�	 'ra�sed	 as	 -the	 ,ost	 de��%ht(u�

th��%	 o�	 our	 sta%e	 toda+!.	 The	 Co ur�s	 were	 see�	 to%ether	 o�

Broadwa+	ever+	+ear	or	two	throu%h	the	ear�+	=>G:s,	��	shows	su�h

as	The	/�a-inary	/n"alid,	The	Far�er6s	*i�e,	Falsta7�,	a�d	The	%lutocrat!

1or	 two	 +ears,	 =>GF	 a�d	 =>GI,	 the	 �ou'�e	 �ed	 the	3ohawk	 4ra,a

1est�va�	 at	 New	 Aork�s	 ;��o�	 Co��e%e,	 a�d	wou�d	 have	 �o�t��ued

had	����ess	�ot	over'owered	Ivah	at	a%e	F?!	

She	d�ed	��	A'r��	=>GE,	aCter	G=	+ears	o(	,arr�a%e	to	Char�es,

a�d	GG	+ears	as	h�s	a�t��%	'art�er!	Char�es	wou�d	re,a��	a�t�ve	��

the	 theater	 (or	 a	 t�,e,	  ut	 Ivah�s	 death	 haste�ed	 the	 I:/+ear/o�d

a�tor	 ��to	 a	�ew	'hase	 o(	 h�s	 �areer!	He	 stea,ed	 ��to	Ho��+wood

w�th	a	deter,��at�o�	5tt��%	o(	1arra%ut�s	 att�e	�r+!	

Co ur�	had	a�read+	 tr�ed	h�s	ha�d	at	5�,	a�t��%,	hav��%

a''eared	 ��	 the	 �ow/ ud%et	 =>GF	 (eature	 %eo#le6s	 �ne�y!	 H�s	 5rst

,a8or	 ,ot�o�	 '��ture	 �a,e	 ��	 =>G?,	 whe�	 he	 a''eared	 o''os�te

7a,es	Stewart	a�d	Wa�ter	Husto�	��	)�	Hu�an	Hearts!	

Bes�des	 �au��h��%	 Co ur��s	 5�,	 �areer,	 the	 ,ov�e	 was

�ota �e	 (or	 �ts	 �o��e�t�o�s	 to	 "�o#v���e!	 At	 �east	 two	 �ostars,

Husto�	a�d	Char�e+	Gra'ew��	had	'er(or,ed	at	Stau �s!	

3ore	 s�%��5�a�t	 was	 the	 (a�t	 that	 )�	 Hu�an	 Hearts

d�re�tor	C�are��e	Brow�	��ved	��	"�o#v���e	(ro,	a out	=>:=	to	=>=:,

over�a''��%	 severa�	 +ears	 o(	 Co ur��s	 theater	 e#'er�e��es	 ��	 the

��t+!	Brow�	had	atte�ded	;T	(ro,	=>:F/=>=:,	a�d	was	��terested	��

theater!	 Thou%h	 ,ost	 o(	 Co ur��s	 'er(or,a��es	 there	 o��urred

dur��%	u��vers�t+	stude�ts�	 su,,er	 reaks,	Brow�	,a+	we��	have

atte�ded	o�e	or	,ore	o(	the	Co ur�	6�a+ers�	ear��est	'er(or,a��es

o�	�a,'us!	

Brow�	 was	 (a,���ar	 w�th	 Stau �s	 Theatre,	 hav��%

%raduated	 there	 ��	 7u�e	 =>:F	 as	 a	 +ou�%	 h�%h	 s�hoo�	 se��or	 a�d

'rese�ted	 a	 hu,orous	 re��tat�o�	 (ro,	 the	 sta%e	 dur��%	 the
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	  	�ere,o�+!	 Brow�	 a�so	 a�ted	 ��	 ,u�t�'�e	 '�a+s	 a�d	 'rodu�t�o�s

there	as	a	,e, er	o(	"�o#v���e	H�%h	S�hoo��s	4ra,at��	C�u ,	the

�o�a�	A3CA,	Broadwa+	Ba't�st	Chur�h,	a�d	as	a	;T	stude�t!	

Co ur�	a�d	Brow�,	who	re'orted�+	had��t	,et	 e(ore	)�

Hu�an	Hearts,	 we�t	 o�	 to	,ake	 two	,ore	 5�,s	 to%ether,	 /diots

1eli-ht	a�d	�dison8	the	!an!	

UUU	

Husto�,	 Gra'ew��,	 a�d	 Brow�	 were��t	 the	 o��+	 vetera�s	 o(	 the

Stau �sV$+r��	sta%e	to	work	w�th	Co ur�	��	Ho��+wood!	

$o�%	 e(ore	a''ear��%	w�th	Co ur�	��	A�(red	H�t�h�o�k�s

The	 %aradine	 Case,	 Ethe�	 Barr+,ore	 a�ted	 at	 Stau �s	 Theatre	 ��

ear�+	 =>:<,	 two	 ,o�ths	  e(ore	 Co ur�	 de uted	 there	 w�th	 the

1ra�k	Wa��a�e	Co,'a�+!	4av�d	Torre��e,	o�e	o(	Co ur��s	�ostars

��	�tanley	and	'i"in-stone,	'er(or,ed	at	Stau �s	Theatre	w�th	W!	C!

1�e�ds	 ��	 =>:IS	 R��hard	 Car�e,	 a	 �ostar	 (ro,	 The	 1e"il	 and	 !iss

0ones,	a�ted	there	the	sa,e	+ear!	Edward	Ear�e,	a	�ostar	��	The	�al

*ho	 Took	 the	 *est,	 'er(or,ed	 at	 Stau �s	 ��	 =>:?,	 as	 d�d	 B����e

Burke&who	a''eared	w�th	Co ur�	��	The	Ca#tain	/s	a	'ady	a�d	/n

This	)ur	'i�e,	 ut	�s	 est	k�ow�	as	G���da	the	W�t�h	o(	the	North	��

The	*i2ard	o�	)2!	*r�hestra	�eader	6au�	Wh�te,a�,	who	a''eared

w�th	 Co ur�	 ��	 the	 Geor%e	 Gershw��	  �o'��	  ha#sody	 in	 Blue,

 rou%ht	 h�s	 or�hestra	 to	 the	 re�a,ed	 $+r��	 Theatre	 D(or,er�+

Stau �sH	��	=>9F!	A�d	9in-6s	 ow	�ostar	7ud�th	A�derso�	'er(or,ed

at	the	$+r��	 ��	=>GI&so,e	<I	+ears	 e(ore	retur���%	to	"�o#v���e

to	'er(or,	at	C�are��e	Brow�	Theatre!	

Th�s	�o�/e#haust�ve	��st	�o�5r,s	Co ur��s	w�de	su��ess

��	5�,,	  ut	 a�so	"�o#v���e�s	 �,'orta��e	 as	 a	 theater	 tow�	 at	 the

t�,e	Co ur�	a�ted	there!	

UUU	

Co ur��s	sto�k	a�d	re'ertor+	theater	e#'er�e��es	��	"�o#v���e	a�so

over�a''ed	 the	 �h��dhoods	 o(	 two	 "�o#v���e	 �at�ves	 who	 �ater
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	 !	 e�a,e	 res'e�ted	 �r�t��s	 ��	 New	 Aork&o�e	 (or	 theater,	 o�e	 (or

5�,!	

7ose'h	Wood	"rut�h	was	 =:	 +ears	 o�d	whe�	Co ur�	5rst

'er(or,ed	 ��	 "�o#v���e!	 $ater	 wr�t��%	 (or	 The	 Nation,	 "rut�h

rev�ewed	 what	 was	 'ur'orted	 to	  e,	 ��	 =>G9,	 the	 5rst/ever

'rodu�t�o�	 o(	 Shakes'eare�s	 Troilus	 and	 Cressida	 ��	 New	 Aork!

"rut�h	 �a,ed	Co ur�	 as	 o�e	 o(	 o��+	 two	 'er(or,ers	 ��	 the	 '�a+
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CLARENCE 	BROWN

�1 % 9 # " 1 9 % & �  	

(7 � k � p e % � a ' �

who	 d�d	 �ot	 d�sa''o��tJ	 -Q*R��+	 Eu%e�e

6owers	 as	 6a�darus	 a�d	Char�es	 Co ur�

as	A8a#	were	as	%ood	as	o�e	had	ho'ed	to

5�d	the,!.	

														7a,es	Ru(us	A%ee	was	severa�	+ears

+ou�%er	 tha�	 "rut�h,	 hav��%	  ee�	  or�

the	 (a��	 aCter	 Co ur�	 'er(or,ed	 The

Canter$ury	%il-ri�	at	;T	��	=>:>!	But	A%ee

was	o�d	e�ou%h	to	have	'oss� �+	see�	the

Co ur�	6�a+ers�	 5�a�	 shows	 there	 ��	 =>=<

a�d	 =>=F!	 H�s	 (a,��+	 ��ved	 o�	 H�%h�a�d

Ave�ue,	 8ust	 a	 (ew	  �o�ks	 �orth	 o(	 the

u��vers�t+!	DI�	=>:<,	A%ee�s	,other,	$aura,

had	a�ted	at	;T�s	 7eB(erso�	Ha��	w�th	E��a

CoB5�	 a�d	 others,	 ��	 the	 ;��vers�t+

4ra,at��	C�u �s	'rodu�t�o�	o(	Trelawny	o�

the	 :*ells;&a	 �o,ed+	 that	 Char�es

Co ur�	 wou�d	 rev�ve	 o�	 Broadwa+	 ��

=>9F!H

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Co ur�	was	a�read+	a	 �%	Ho��+wood	�a,e	��	=><9,	whe�

A%ee	 e%a�	rev�ew��%	,ov�es	 (or	Ti�e	a�d	The	Nation	,a%a@��es!

A%ee	rev�ewed	at	�east	ha�(	a	do@e�	o(	Co ur��s	5�,s	 etwee�	=><G

a�d	=><?!	

A%ee	wrote	 ��	=><G	 that	he	saw	-�oth��%	 ut	%ood.	 ��	 the

�ast	o(	Hea"en	Can	*ait!	-That	does	�ot	sur'r�se	,e	��	'eo'�e	��ke

Char�es	 Co ur�,.	 he	 sa�d!	 The	 (o��ow��%	 +ear,	 ��	 h�s	 rev�ew	 o(

*ilson,	a	 �o'��	o(	the	9?th	'res�de�t,	A%ee	sa�d,	-Char�es	Co ur�,

as	 a	 �o,'os�te	 o(	 the	 6r���eto�	 'ro(essors	 whose	 (r�e�dsh�'
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	 "	W��so�	 �her�shed	 a��	 h�s	 ��(e,	 �o�tr� utes	 a	 r��h,	 w�se,	 va�ua �e

'er(or,a��e!.	A%ee	was��t	 as	 �,'ressed	w�th	The	 /�#atient	 Years,

a�so	 (ro,	 =><<,	  ut	 sa�d	 that	 the	 5�,�s	 se�o�d	 ha�(	 st���	 e����ted

-�au%hs,	 tha�ks	 to	 7ea�	 Arthur,	 Char�es	 Co ur�,	 $ee	 Bow,a�,

Qa�dR	Char�e+	Gra'ew��!.	A%ee	�a��ed	Co ur�	-de'e�da �e.	 ��	 the

=><<	,ov�e	To-ether	 ,-ain!	 Co ur�	was	 o�e	 o(	 severa�	 su''ort��%

'�a+ers	��	H�t�h�o�k�s	=><?	5�,	The	%aradine	Case	 that	-a�ted	w�th

so��d	 sk���,.	  ut	 A%ee	 thou%ht	 the	 �hara�ters	 see,ed	 ��ke	 -��(e�ess

'art���'a�ts	��	a	r�%�d,	theatr��a�	da��e!.	$ater	that	+ear,	the	�r�t��

�o�de,�ed	�reen	�rass	 o�	*yo�in-	 (or	 �ts	 -re�at�ve�+	 du��	 hu,a�

 e��%s,.	a�d	�a��ed	the	-%row���%,	 oo@+	%ra�d(ather.	�hara�ter	-a

dead�+	 �o�ve�t�o�a�	 ro�e	 a��	  ut	 redee,ed	  +	 Char�es	 Co ur��s

restra��t!.	

Wh��e	 he	 'ra�sed	 (ew	 o(	 those	 ,ov�es,	 A%ee	 ��ear�+

res'e�ted	Co ur�,	a�d	oCte�	�,'��ed	that	the	a�tor	was	 etter	tha�

the	,ater�a�!	

UUU	

A%ee	d�d��t	rev�ew	The	�al	*ho	Took	the	*est,	the	5�,	that	 rou%ht

Co ur�	 a�k	to	"�o#v���e	��	Se'te, er	=><>	o�	a	'ro,ot�o�a�	tour!

The	E9/+ear/o�d	a�tor	atte�ded	a	�u��heo�	��	h�s	ho�or	at	the	Hote�

A�drew	 7oh�so�!	 Be(ore	 �eav��%	 tow�,	 Co ur�	wa�ked	 to	 the	 o�d

$+r��	Theatre	D(or,er�+	Stau �sH,	wh��h	��	re�e�t	+ears	had	 e�o,e

'r�,ar��+	 a	 wrest���%	 a�d	 �ou�tr+/,us��	 ve�ue!	 Re'orted�+,

Co ur�	-was	a	 �t	sho�ked	at	�ts	'rese�t	ru�/dow�	�o�d�t�o�!.	

A	 0ournal	 and	Tri$une	art���e	Ouoted	Co ur�	as	 stat��%,	 -I

'�a+ed	THa,�et�	here	��	=>=<!	M	3+	�ast	a''eara��e	at	Stau �s	was	��

TSo	 Th�s	 Is	 $o�do�,�	 ��	 =>9<!.	 The	 Ouote	 �s	 'art�+	 ,�s�ead��%J

Co ur�	d�d	 r��%	Ha�let	 to	"�o#v���e	��	=>=<,	 ut	he	'er(or,ed	�t

at	;T�s	7eB(erso�	Ha��,	�ot	at	Stau �s!	

H�s	 re(ere��e	 to	�o	This	 /s	'ondon	 �s	dow�r�%ht	'u@@���%!

A�thou%h	 the	 h�t	 '�a+	 Dor�%��a��+	 'rodu�ed	  +	 Geor%e	3!	 Coha�H

was	��deed	sta%ed	at	the	$+r��	Theatre	��	ear�+	Se'te, er	=>9<,	the

'er(or,ers	 were	 ,e, ers	 o(	 6etru�h�	 6�a+ers,	 the�	 the	 ve�ue�s
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	 *	res�de�t	 a�t��%	 �o,'a�+!	 Ne�ther	 advert�se,e�ts	 �or	 rev�ews	 o(

the	 'rodu�t�o�	,e�t�o�	 Co ur�	 at	 a��!	 I�	 re,e, er��%	 the	 '�a+,

wh��h	 h�s	 ow�	 �o,'a�+	 toured	 a�ross	 the	 ;��ted	 States	 (ro,

Se'te, er	 =>9G	 to	 A'r��	 =>9<,	 Co ur�	 ,a+	 have	 assu,ed	 he�d

 rou%ht	�t	to	"�o#v���e!	Ev�de��e	that	he	d�d	�s	e�us�ve!

COB!RN 	 IN 	 THE 	 � I LM

NO IR 	 � I LM , 	 I��ACT , 	 1 9 4 9 �

Whe�	the	$+r��	was	tor�	dow�

��	=>FI,	�ews'a'ers	'u ��shed	�osta�%��

ta�es	 o(	 the	 theater�s	 %�or+	 da+s,	 whe�

a�tors	 ��ke	 Co ur�,	 Sarah	 Ber�hardt,

3aude	Ada,s,	Ethe�	Barr+,ore,	a�d	E!

H!	Sother�	%ra�ed	the	sta%e!	$eo	1a�@,	a

ret�red	 "�o#v���e	 �aw+er,	 �ater	 ��a�,ed

that	Co ur�	had	 a�tua��+	  ee�	 ��	 tow�

to	w�t�ess	 the	 $+r��	  e��%	 de,o��shed,

a�d	 that	 the	 'ort�+	 a�tor	 had	 -stood

there	 w�th	 tears	 ro����%	 dow�	 h�s

�heeks,	 a�d	sa�d,	 TThat�s	where	 I	 e%a�

,+	�areer!�.	

I(	 Co ur�	 �a,e	 to	 tow�	 ��

=>FI,	 he	 s��''ed	 ��	 u�der	 the	 radar

 e�ause	the	'ress	d�d��t	,e�t�o�	�t!

Re%ard�ess,	the	ra@��%	o(	the	$+r��	D�urre�t	s�te	o(	the	1�rst

Te��essee	6�a@a	Bu��d��%H	,ea�t	that	a��	the	 u��d��%s	w�th	k�ow�

�o��e�t�o�s	 to	 Co ur��s	 h�stor+	 here	 as	 a	 sto�k	 a�d	 tour��%

'er(or,er	were	�ow	%o�e!	7eB(erso�	Ha��,	wh��h	stood	o�	;T�s	H���

o�	 what�s	 �ow	 a	 %rass+	 �ourt+ard	  eh��d	 A+res	 Ha��,	  ur�ed	 ��

=>G<!	 The	 Ke�do,e	 A'art,e�ts,	 where	 Char�es	 a�d	 Ivah	 Co ur�

su''osed�+	 ke't	 a	 roo,	 Dd�re�t�+	 a�ross	 C����h	 Ave�ue	 (ro,	 the

AWCAH,	was	de,o��shed	��	=><9!	

*��+	 the	h�stor��	A�drew	7oh�so�	Bu��d��%&where	4e��a

Aoe,	 E��a	 CoB5�	 1�e���ke�,	 1ra�k	Ne�so�,	 a�d	 a	 ha�d(u�	 o(	 other

�o�a�	 (r�e�ds	treated	Co ur�	to	a	 (or,a�	 �u��h	 ��	the	hote��s	Hu�t

Roo,	��	=><>&sta�ds	toda+!	
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	 0	"�o#v����a�s	 �ear�ed	 ��	 =>I=	 that	 Char�es	 Co ur�	 had	 d�ed	 o(	 a

heart	 atta�k	 o�	 Au%ust	 G:,	 at	 a%e	 ?<!	 The	 (o��ow��%	 da+�s

Asso��ated	 6ress	 o �tuar+	 ra�	 ��	 �ews'a'ers	 a�ross	 the	 �at�o�!

Re�a''��%	 the	 a�tor�s	 ���ustr�ous	 �areer,	 the	 o �t	 stated	 that

Co ur�	had	,et	h�s	(uture	w�(e	��	=>:F,	wh��e	'�a+��%	the	�eads	��

,s	 You	 'ike	 /t!	Not	 sur'r�s��%�+,	 �t	 sa�d	�oth��%	 o(	"�o#v���e&the

��t+	where	Co ur�	a�d	W���s	had	5rst	starred	o''os�te	ea�h	other

��	=>:<,	a�d	where,	��	a��	��ke��hood,	the	a�t��%	'art�ers	(e��	��	�ove!

Aet	 "�o#v���e	 had��t	 (or%otte�	 Co ur�,	 a�d	 �o�a�

�ews'a'er	 ed�tors	 re,��ded	 o �tuar+	 readers	 that	 the	 a�tor	 had

 ee�	 a	,e, er	 o(	 the	 1ra�k	Wa��a�e	 Sto�k	Co,'a�+	 a�,ost	 s�#

de�ades	ear��er!	The	News+�entinel	'u ��shed	a	short	art���e	stat��%

that	Co ur�	- e%a�	h�s	theatr��a�	�areer	at	o�d	Stau 	Theater!.	The

��a�,	 was��t	 str��t�+	 a��urate!	 But	 �o�s�der��%	 what	 Co ur�

a��o,'��shed	 �ot	 �o�%	 aCter	 h�s	 �ast	 'er(or,a��e	 at	 Stau �s,	 the

state,e�t	does��t	see,	(ar	(ro,	the	truth!	

The	�o�stru�ted	sta%es	Char�es	Co ur�	k�ew	��	"�o#v���e

are	 �o�%	%o�e,	thou%h	the	�atura�	o�es	re,a��!	1or	a	taste	o(	the

a�tor�s	 -a�	 (res�o.	 shows	 here,	 wat�h	 the	 Te��essee	 Sta%e

Co,'a�+	 'er(or,	 Shakes'eare	 at	 I8a,s	 Nature	 Ce�ter	 ��	 the

su,,er	or	ear�+	(a��!	*r	%ra 	a	�o'+	o(	,s	You	'ike	/t,	stro��	to	;T�s

,a��	 e�tra��e	 at	 C�r��e	 4r�ve,	 a�d	 wa�k	 u'	 the	 %rass+	 h���s�de!

I%�or��%	the	sou�ds	o(	Cu, er�a�d	Ave�ue	traB5�,	sta�d	a,o�%

the	 trees	 a�d	 tur�	 ��	 the	 '�a+	 to	 A�t	 9,	 S�e�e	 E!	 6o��t	 +our	 �h��

toward	 the	 'ara'ets	 o(	 A+res	Ha��,	 a�d	 re��te	 the	 (a,ous	 s'ee�h

that	Co ur��s	*r�a�do,	awa�t��%	h�s	�ue,	heard	,a�+	t�,es	 (ro,

 eh��d	the	s�e�er+J	

,ll	the	world6s	a	sta-e8	

,nd	all	the	�en	and	wo�en	�erely	#layers<	

They	ha"e	their	e=its	and	entrances8	

,nd	one	�an	in	his	ti�e	#lays	�any	#arts8	

His	acts	$ein-	se"en	a-es&	>


