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(.,	 F6=,'	 �F&A(�	 .�F-	 .,*	 F6-,	 in	 the	 foothills	 of

>�liforni�’s	(�n	7�"riel	&ount�ins�	ne�r	Fos	�n�eles�	&u�h	of	th�t

ti�e	 she	 resi�e�	 on	 �	 �itrus	 �rove�	 in	 �	 house	 ��lle�	 *�n�h�n��

h�vin�	 "een	 �s e�	 �roun�	 898J	 to	 �ove	 there	 �n�	 ��re	 for	 the

�ilin�	�unt	�ho	o�ne�	 it�	>�re�ivin�	��sn’t	her	stren�th�	yet	 she

re��ine�	ne�r"y�	�	�i�o�	in	her	�i��:Bs�	�n�	hel�e�	the	f��ily	�s

�u�h	 �s	 she	 �oul�	 �hile	 en!oyin�	 so�e	 in�e�en�en�eNsu�h	 �s

�rivin�	�roun�	to�n	in	�	��r	she	��lle�	%.oney	��"e�)	�e��use	she

�lso	r�ise�	�e��o� s	�n�	�uine�	hens�	to��y	so�e	of	her	survivin�

rel�tives	"elieve	 this	 is	�ro"�"ly	ho�	her	ni� n��e	 %>ousin	�ir�)

Ror	%�unt	�ir��)	�e�en�in�	on	�ho	you	t�l 	toS	ori�in�te��	

6n	 f��t�	 the	 �vi�n	 ni� n��e	 h��	 �	 �u�h	 e�rlier	 for�N

�ir�ieN��tin�	"�� 	to	her	youth	in	*e�onstru�tion�er�	�ennessee�

*e"e���	/�	.o�e	����rently	 s�o e	 little	 �"out	 this	 for�er	 life	 to

her	 >�liforni�	  infol �	 .er	 �onne�tions	 to	 not�"le	 st�tes�en�

e�u��tors�	�n�	�rtists	�re	re��r �"le	enou�h0	�Dter	�ll�	Knoxville’s

on�e��ro�inent	/i�holson	�rt	Fe��ue	��s	n��e�	�Dter	her	f�ther

in	 the	 e�rly	 89BBs�	 �ut	 �h�t	 �� es	 her	 �ennessee	 life	 so

�stonishin�	 is	 th�t�	 �hile	 in	 Knoxville�	 youn�	 *e"e���	 "e���e

��Eu�inte�	 �ith	 -r�n�es	 .o��son	 �urnett�	 �	 �iDte�	 �riter	 �ho

�oul�	l�ter�	��i�st	intern�tion�l	f��e�	�u"lish	�	short	story	�"out

their	frien�shi��	�he	�or �	%�ir�ie�)	���e�re�	in	�	�i�ely	revie�e�

8G9J	�ntholo�y	of	stories�	�hi�h	�urnett	st�te�	�ere	"�se�	on	re�l

�hil�ren	 she	 h��	  no�n�	 *e�ent	 rese�r�h	 is	 reve�lin�	 ne�	 �lues

�"out	 the	 �irl	 ��lle�	 �ir�ie�	 her	 f��ily�	 �n�	 their	 rel�tionshi�	 to

�urnett�	 one	 of	 the	�ost	 �o�ul�r	 �n�	 �roli3�	 �uthors	 of	 the	 l�te

89th	�entury�
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�ir�ie	��s	"orn	*e"e���	/i�holson	on	�u�ust	I�	8GII�	in	>olu�"i��

�ennessee�	.er	 ��rents�	.unter	 �n�	>h�rlotte	 R no�n	 �s	 FottieS�

e��h	 ���e	 fro�	 �ro�inent	 f��ilies	 of	 �ilit�ry	 oL3�ers�	 l��yers�

�n�	 le�isl�tors�	 �lfre�	 As"orne	 +o�e	 /i�holson�	 .unter’s	 f�ther�

serve�	 �s	 �	 ��(�	 sen�tor	 �n�	 �	 �hief	 !usti�e	 of	 the	 �ennessee

(u�re�e	 >ourt	 �Dter	 e�itin�	 ne�s���ers	 in	 >olu�"i��	 /�shville�

�n�	2�shin�ton�	'�>�N�here	.unter	!oine�	the	(as�in)�on	*nion

st�Lf	�s	�sso�i�te	e�itor�	

.unter	 /i�holson	 R8GC:X89B8S	 hi�self	 �r��ti�e�	 l���	 �n�

��s	 ���ointe�	 �s	 �ennessee	 ��!ut�nt	 �ener�l	 un�er	 7overnor

6sh��	 .�rris�	 'urin�	 the	 >ivil	 2�r�	 he	 Eui� ly	 �ove�	 u�	 the

>onfe�er�te	 r�n s�	 "e�o�in�	 �	 ��!or	 in	 his	 l�te	 JBs�	 �n�	 ��s

�resent	 �t	 sever�l	�e�isive	"�ttles0	 he	 es���e�	-ort	'onelson	�ith

t�o	fresh	"ullet	holes	in	his	h�t�	�lthou�h	�et�ils	�re	s��r�e�	.unter

suLfere�	�n�	re�overe�	fro�	�t	le�st	one	serious	"�ttle	�oun��	�n�

�lso	 serve�	 in	/�th�n	�e�for�	-orrest’s	 ��v�lry�	 �t	 the	��r’s	 en��

.unter�	 li e	 other	 >onfe�er�te	 oL3�ers�	 f��e�	 �	 fe�er�l	 �h�r�e	 of

tre�son�	 "ut	 �	��(�	 �ir�uit	 �ourt	 �is�isse�	 his	 in�i�t�ent	 in	 8GIK

�����������������������������������������������

�����������������
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	41	%on	 �le�	 of	 ��nesty�)	 �y	 �ll	 ���ounts�	 .unter	 h��	 no	 trou"le

re��inin�	 his	 �ro�inen�e	 in	 �ennessee�	 �es�ite	 7overnor

2illi��	 %+�rson)	 �ro�nlo�’s	 ��ssion�te	 h�tre�	 of	 *e"els�

R.unter	eventu�lly	!oine�	the	st�Lf	of	Knoxville’s	short�live�	(�i)

an+	 #e)is�er�	 �ur�orte�ly	 �	 ne�s���er	 th�t	 %res�e�t�"le	 �n�

le��in�	'e�o�r�ts	 of	 the	 �ity)	 f�vore�0	 he	 �lso	 hel�e�	 est�"lish

the	 -re�	 �ult	 �ivou��	 or��ni5�tion	 for	 >onfe�er�te	 veter�ns�

2h�tever	.unter’s	 �oliti�s�	 "y	 the	 en�	 of	 his	 life	 he	 ��ine�	 the

���ir�tion	 of	 �t	 le�st	 one	 for�er	 �nionist�	 ne�s���er	 e�itor

>��t�in	2illi��	*ule�S	

.unter	 resu�e�	e�itorshi�	of	 the	�olu!�ia	,eral+�	 �n�

in�re�sin�ly	 fo�use�	 his	 �ttention	 on	 ��ri�ulture�	 the	 �ri��ry

in�ustry	in	&�ury	>ounty�	6n	8GIG�	he	"e��n	e�itin�	�	ne�	���er

��lle�	 the	Dixie	 -ar!er�	 �hi�h	 ��vertise�	 �s	 %the	 "est	2,,KF@

+�+,*	for	the	(outhern	-�r�er�)	�he	follo�in�	ye�r	in	/�shville�

.unter	 ��s	 ele�te�	 to	 the	 "o�r�	 of	 the	 ��ri�ultur�l	 �n�

&e�h�ni��l	 �sso�i�tion�	 �n�	 he	 su"seEuently	 !oine�	 other

in�ustry	 re�resent�tives	 in	 or��ni5in�	 the	 �ennessee

��ri�ultur�l	 �n�	&e�h�ni��l	 >on�ress�	 6t	 ��s	 s�i�	 th�t	 .unter

%h�s	�	fon�ness	for	�ll	�ni��te�	n�ture�	�n�	�n	es�e�i�l	�Lfe�tion

for	 the	 �ro�u�tion	 of	 the	 f�r��	 �n�	 is	 �	 �ell	 infor�e�	��n	 in

�l�ost	 every	 "r�n�h	 of	 le�rnin��)	 �et�een	 his	 in�ustry	 �n�

�u"lishin�	 ��tivities�	 �n�	 his	 �oliti��l	 �onne�tions	 in	 /�shville�

.unter	/i�holson	��s	n��e�	�s	the	"est	��n�i��te	to	he��	�	ne�

s�hool	of	��ri�ulture�	

��ri�ulture	e�u��tion	h��	re�eive�	�	�ro�isin�	"oost	in

?uly	 8GIJ�	�hen	>on�ress	��sse�	 the	&orrill	��t	�r�ntin�	 st�tes

%�u"li�	l�n�s)	for	the	est�"lish�ent	of	��ri�ultur�l	�n�	in�ustri�l

�olle�es�	�ennessee	h��	�n	��v�nt��e	over	other	(outhern	st�tes�

"ein�	the	3rst	>onfe�er�te	st�te	to	re�!oin	the	�nion�	�n�	sin�e

its	����l��hi�n	re�ion	h��	"een	�	�enter	of	�nion	sy���thy�	,�st

�ennessee	�niversity	��s	 ���r�e�	 the	 l�n�	�r�nt	 in	 e�rly	 8GI9�

�llo�in�	 university	 trustees	 to	 �ur�h�se	 l�n�	 %to	 "e	 use�	 in

�onne�tion	 �ith	 its	 ��ri�ultur�l	 'e��rt�ent	 to	 "e	 "y	 it

����������������������������������������������

������������������



	42	est�"lishe�	in	���or��n�e	�ith	�	re�ent	��t	of	the	Fe�isl�ture	u�on

th�t	su"!e�t�)	�h�t	��ril�	the	university	��Euire�	the	JGH���re	f�r�

of	?��es	.�	�r�stron��	�	"rother	of	'rury	�r�stron�0	the	�ro�erty

��s	situ�te�	�est	of	the	����us	�n�	rou�hly	�	�ile	�n�	�	h�lf	fro�

the	�ourthouse�	2ith	ne�	f��ilities	"uilt�	�n�	�e�ree	�n�	�erti3��te

�ro�r��s	 oLfere��	 the	 ��ri�ultur�l	 �olle�e	 o�ene�	 for	 the	 f�ll

se�ester�	

6n	e�rly	'e�e�"er	8GI9�	university	trustees	ele�te�	.unter

�s	%�h�ir	of	the	��ri�ulture	�n�	.orti�ulture)	�e��rt�ent�	�n�	!ust

"efore	>hrist��s	he	���e	to	Knoxville	%on	�	�reli�in�ry	visit	to	the

6nstitution�)	�he	Knoxville	.ress	 an+	$essen)er	re�orte�	 %th�t	he	 is

�u�h	�le�se�	�ith	 the	��ri�ultur�l	 f�r��	�n�	 thin s	 it	 ����"le	of

�re�t	�evelo��ent	�n�	�ro3t�"le	�ultiv�tion�)	

�he	follo�in�	ye�r�	.unter	�n�	Fottie	�ove�	to	Knoxville

�ith	 their	six	�hil�ren#	>�rrie�	&�ury�	�u�ustus�	For��	K�tieN�n�

�ir�ie�	 the	 se�on�	 youn�est�	 &ost	 li ely�	 �ir�ie’s	 ni� n��e	 ��s

�lre��y	 in	 use	 "y	 then�	 sin�e	 su�h	 en�e�r�ents	 usu�lly	 "e�in	 in

e�rly	 �hil�hoo��	 .o�ever�	 the	 n��e’s	 ori�in	 isn’t	 ex��tly	  no�n0

the	3rst	�rinte�	referen�e	to	%&iss	�ir�ie�)	one	of	the	%��u�hters	of

+rof�	 /i�holson�)	 �oul�n’t	 ���e�r	 in	 �	 Knoxville	 ne�s���er	 until

8GGB�	�hen	she	��s	�lre��y	�	teen��er�	

>ourtesy	of	the	university�	the	/i�holsons	�oul�	resi�e	on

the	 re�ently	 �ur�h�se�	 ��ri�ultur�l	 �roun�s	 in	 �	 fourteen�roo��

�oloni�l	 ��nsion	 ��lle�	 *iver	 =ie��	 ori�in�lly	 "uilt	 "y	 &�tthe�

&�>lun�	in	8GCB�	�ri� s	use�	in	its	�onstru�tion	�ere	���e	of	�l�y

fro�	 the	 �ro�erty�	 �he	 ��nsion	 fe�ture�	 %"ro��	 ver�n��s�	 l�r�e

h�lls	 �ith	 Y�Z	 soli�	 o� 	 st�ir��y�)	 �n�	 other	 el�"or�te	 �oo��or 

su�h	 �s	 the	 %l�r�e	 "uilt�in	 �hin�	 �loset	 "y	 the	 ��ntel	 in	 the

"re� f�st	 roo��)	 'et��he�	 serv�nts’	 Eu�rters�	 st�"les�	 �n�	 other

out"uil�in�s	surroun�e�	the	est�te�	

*iver	 =ie�’s	 v�st	 �roun�sNstret�he�	 "et�een	 the	 "�n s

of	 �hir�	 >ree 	 �n�	 the	 .olston	 Rno�	 �ennesseeS	 *iver�	 �n�

"ise�te�	"y	the	Kin�ston	�urn�i eNin�lu�e�	%�	3ne	�rove	of	�i�nt

o� s�)	�s	�ell	�s	���le	 %or�h�r�s�	�r��e	vines	�n�	�ul"erry	trees�)

�����������������������������������������������

�����������������



	43	�ir�ie�	 �ho	 turne�	 four	 th�t	 3rst	 su��er	 in	 Knoxville�	 �l�ye�

�ith	her	si"lin�s	on	those	�oo�e�	 nolls	slo�in�	to��r�	the	river�

6n	 the	 youn�	 �irl’s	 i���in�tion�	 f�iries	 ��n�e�	 there	 in	 the

�oonli�ht	 un�er	 those	 �re�t	 o� 	 trees�	 �n�	 �s	 she	 �re��	 she

en!oye�	 strollin�	 the	 �roun�s	 �ith	 her	 f�ther�	 �he	 short	 story

%�ir�ie)	 �ortr�ys	 f�ther	 �n�	 ��u�hter	 �s	 "ein�	 %�re�t	 frien�s)

�ho	%�ere	in	the	h�"it	of	ex�lorin�	the	�oo�s	in	�	h���y	sort	of

��y	 to�ether�)	 .unter	 sh�re�	 �ith	 her	 his	  no�le��e	 of	 �n�

fon�ness	 for	 n�ture�	 �n�	 eventu�lly	 %�ir�ie	 re�lly	  ne�	 ��ny

thin�s	�"out	"ir�s	�n�	inse�ts	�n�	ro� s	�n�	Olo�ers�)	

�he	l�r�e	nei�h"orin�	lots	�lon�	the	turn�i e	�ere	ho�e

to	so�e	of	Knoxville’s	�e�lthiest	f��ilies�	�he	�r�stron�s	o�ne�

�ro�erty	!ust	�est	of	the	��ri�ultur�l	f�r��	in�lu�in�	the	��!��ent

house	 ��lle�	 >res�ent	 �en��	 �hi�h	 'rury	 �r�stron�	 h��

�o��lete�	 in	 8GC:�	 *o"ert	.�	 �r�stron��	'rury’s	 son�	 live�	 less

th�n	h�lf	�	�ile	�est	of	there	�ith	his	�ife�	t�in	��u�hters�	�n�

son�	2hen	he	�o��lete�	his	o�n	ho�e	in	8GHG�	*o"ert�	"ein�	�n

���irer	 of	 'i� ens�	 n��e�	 it	 �le� 	 .ouse	 �Dter	 the	 re�ently

�u"lishe�	novel�	�esi�es	liter�ture�	the	�r�stron�s	love�	�rt�	�n�

����������������������������������������������

������������������
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	44	*o"ert’s	 88�ye�r�ol�	 ��u�hter	��eli�	��s	 �lre��y	 sho�in�	 �	 t�lent

for	 �r��in��	 @e�rs	 l�ter�	 �s	 �	 �ell� no�n	 ��inter�	 ��eli�	 �oul�

resi�e	�o�n	 the	 street	 �t	2est�oo�Nno�	ho�e	 to	 the	non�ro3t

Knox	 .erit��e	 R�hi�h	 h�s	 in	 its	 �olle�tion	 �	 letter	 th�t	 �ir�ie’s

el�est	sister�	>�rrie�	�rote	to	��eli�’s	�other	in	8GKCS�	��eli�	�oul�

�lso	 he��	 the	 Knoxville	 �rt	 >lu"�	 �n�	 hel�	 in�u�ur�te	 its	 �ore

not�"le	oLfshoot�	the	/i�holson	�rt	Fe��ue�	

		

***	

		

&e�n�hile	in	8GKB�	�"out	t�o	�iles	u�river	fro�	*iver	=ie��	�	JB�

ye�r�ol�	 �o��n	 in	 Knoxville	 �ro�er	 live�	 in	 �	 s��ller�	 �ore

r��sh�� le	"ri� 	house	ne�r	the	"�n 	of	the	.olston�	.er	�i�o�e�

�other	 �ie�	 th�t	 s�rin��	 le�vin�	 -�nnie	 .o��son	 �n�	 her	 four

si"lin�sN�ll	 n�tives	 of	,n�l�n�N�ithout	 �	 livin�	��rent�	'es�ite

their	�e��er	in�o�es�	they	love�	life	�n�	�rt�	-�nnie	�rote	stories�

��te��	�n�	t�u�ht	�usi�0	.er"ert	���e	��t�hes�	��inte��	�n�	le�	�

s��ll	or�hestr�0	?ohn	serve�	�rin s	�t	�	s�loon0	,�ith	�n�	,��in�

�ourte�	youn�	�en	�ho	�l�ye�	 instru�ents�	�he	.o��sons’	"ri� 

house�	 �hi�h	 they	 ��lle�	 =���"on�i�	 >�stle�	 "e���e	 �	 �enter	 of

"ohe�i�n	��tivity�	

Fo��te�	 on	 the	 south�est	 �orner	 of	 -ront	 �n�	 .enley

streets�	 �n�	 le�se�	 fro�	 ne�s���er	 �u"lisher	 .ir��	 ��rry�	 this

house	 ��s	 tiny	 �o���re�	 �ith	 �ir�ie’s	 est�te�	 �n�	 it	 ��s

unfortun�tely	 situ�te�	 �ithin	 noseshot	 of	 the	 ��s	 �or s�	 �hi�h

�i�e�	�o�l	��s	into	ho�es�	"usinesses�	�n�	streetli�hts	throu�hout

Knoxville�	 �ut	 the	 .o��sons	 �ere	 no	 less	 sti�ul�te�	 "y	 their

surroun�in�s	th�n	the	/i�holsons	�ere�	-�nnie	�n�	si"lin�s	"o�te�

on	the	�oonlit	river�	�n�	strolle�	�ith	frien�s	�lon�	its	"�n s�	An�e

�s	 she	 stoo�	��5in�	 ��ross	 the	.olston�	 -�nnie	 invente�	 �	/�tive

��eri��n	 love	 story	 to	 entert�in	 so�e	 youn�	 �irls�	 one	 of	 �ho�

l�ter	re�e�"ere�	it	in	re��r �"le	�et�il�	

-�nnie’s	 story�	 �s	 retol�	 "y	 ���	 >���"ell	 F�re��	 "e��n#

%2hen	 Knoxville	 ��s	 !ust	 �	 settle�ent�	 �	 >hero ee	 6n�i�n	 tri"e

�����������������������������������������������

�����������������



	4�	����e�	 �o�n	 the	 river	 �	 short	 �ist�n�e	 �n�	 �nother	 tri"e	 ��s

st�tione�	 �	 �ile	 or	 �ore	 �o�n	 the	 river�	 Ane	 of	 the	 "r�ves�	 �

h�n�so�e	youth	of	 the	 l�tter	�����	 love�	�	��i�en	of	 the	other

tri"e�	�n�	�oul�	oDten	�o�e	u�	the	river	in	his	��noe	to	�oo	the

��i�en�)	�s	she	tol�	the	story�	�hi�h	involve�	the	��i�en’s	tri"e

"ein�	 �tt�� e�	 "y	 �hites	 �n�	 the	 youn�	 "r�ve	 �tte��tin�	 to

res�ue	her�	-�nnie	��y	h�ve	i���ine�	the	��tion	o��urrin�	�lon�

the	 stret�h	 of	 river	 "et�een	 =���"on�i�	 >�stle	 �n�	 the

��ri�ultur�l	�olle�e	f�r�Nor	�erh��s	!ust	�roun�	the	next	"en��

ne�r	Fooney’s	6sl�n��	�here	'rury	�r�stron�	h��	in�ee�	s�otte�

�	>hero ee	en�����ent	�s	l�te	�s	the	8G:Bs�	

�y	 8GKB�	 -�nnie	 �lre��y	 h��	 sever�l	 stories�	 ones	 she

�rote	 in	 to�n�	 �u"lishe�	 in	 t�o	 n�tion�l	 �o�en’s	 ����5ines�

/o+e�&s	La+�&s	0oo 	�n�	.e�erson&s	$a)a1ine�	-�nnie	h��	sol�	these

stories�	�n�	thus	"e��n	her	��reer�	�hile	 livin�	�t	the	.o��sons’

�revious	ho�e	oLf	>linton	*o���	!ust	"eyon�	the	�ity�	6n	or�er	to

su"�it	 the	 stories�	 she	 enliste�	 the	 hel�	 of	 �	 nei�h"orN�

s�hoolte��her	�ho	��ree�	to	��il	oLf	the	e�rliest	��nus�ri�ts	for

����������������������������������������������

������������������

"AGA�OND IA	�AST�E , 	 �ENTER 	AT 	 TOP, 	AS 	SEEN 	 �ROM 	A�ROSS 	 THE

TENNESSEE 	R I "ER , 	AT 	 THE 	�ORNER 	O� 	 �RONT 	AND 	HEN�E� 	STREETS , 	
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	4�	her�	R>ensus	re�or�s	sho�	�	s�hoolte��her	n��e�	?��es	.��ilton

livin�	in	th�t	vi�inity	in	8GKB�S	6t	�oul�	not	"e	the	l�st	ti�e	-�nnie

reEueste�	hel�	fro�	�	lo��l	�rofessor�	

6n	 ye�rs	 to	 �o�e	 she	 �oul�	 3�tion�li5e	 her	 Knoxville

ex�erien�es	�n�	rel�tionshi�s	in	�or s	li e	2a)a�on+ia3	4	Love	��or�

N�	 novel	 �hi�h�	 thou�h	 set	 in	 Fon�on�	 �e�i�ts	 s�enes	 "�se�	 on

-�nnie’s	life	�ith	her	si"lin�s	�t	=���"on�i�	>�stle�	

		

***	

		

�he	��ri�ulture	�olle�e	��s	h�vin�	�	rou�h	st�rt�	2hile	st�te	fun�s

h��	en�"le�	the	�ur�h�se	of	the	f�r�	�ro�erty�	university	trustees

�ere	still	���itin�	 interest	��y�ents	fro�	the	st�te	for	university

"on�s�	F�� in�	full	fun�in��	trustees	re�u�e�	the	university	f��ulty

�n�	 �s e�	 re��inin�	 �rofessors	 to	 �over	 �uties	 outsi�e	 their

�e��rt�ents�	.unter	/i�holson�	for	one�	��s	no�	tr�inin�	�ilit�ry

���ets	 in	 ���ition	 to	 �h�irin�	 the	 �e��rt�ent	 of	 ��ri�ulture	 �n�

horti�ulture�	 �o	�� e	��tters	 �orse�	 .unter’s	 "u��et	 �oul�	 not

�llo�	hi�	to	o�er�te	the	f�r�	�s	�l�nne��	�n�	inste��	he	le�se�	out

the	3el�	to	lo��l	ten�nt	f�r�ers	�ho	�oul�	�Lfor�	to	�ultiv�te	it�	/ot

until	 8GK8	 �i�	 the	 �olle�e	h�ve	 the	�ro�erty	 %surveye�	 �n�	 l�i�	 oLf

into	 lots�	 �re��r�tory	 to	 the	 "e�innin�	 of	 rot�tion	 of	 �ro�s�)

see�in�ly	 in	 �	 rush	 for	 so�ethin�	 to	 sho�	 re�resent�tives	 fro�

/�shville	th�t	f�ll�	

An	/ove�"er	J:	Rthe	��y	-�nnie	.o��son	turne�	JJ	�n�

�re��re�	 to	 �erfor�	 in	 ��e	 ��oo5s	 �o	 �on6uer	 �ith	 the	 �hes�i�n

(o�iety	 th�t	 evenin�S�	 �	 �o��ittee	 fro�	 the	 �ennessee	 7ener�l

�sse�"ly	�rrive�	to	ins�e�t	the	�olle�e	f�r�	�n�	"uil�in�s	to	�ssess

�hether	,�st	�ennessee	�niversity	h��	�et	�ll	 sti�ul�tions	of	 the

st�te’s	��ri�ultur�l	�olle�e	�r�nt�	.unter	le�	the	le�isl�tors	throu�h

the	 ��ri�ultur�l	 "uil�in�s	 �n�	 over	 its	 �roun�s�	 'es�ite	 the

e�"�rr�ssin�	%tr��es	of	�il��i��tion	�n�	��r’s	�ev�st�tion)	on	the

��in	 ����us�	 �s	 the	Dail�	 .ress	 an+	,eral+	 note��	 the	 �o��ittee

��s	over�ll	s�tis3e��	�n�	its	�ositive	re�ort	se�ure�	the	��ri�ultur�l

�olle�e	fun�s	for	the	university�



	4�	 .unter	 h��	 �ushe�	 for	 �	 ri�orous�	 ����e�i�	 �ro�r��

for	��ri�ulture	stu�ents�	"ut	�lso	"elieve�	th�t	s�ienti3�	�ursuits

shoul�	not	ex�lu�e	%the	�ultiv�tion	of	the	"e�utiful)NOlo�ers	�n�

�l�nts	th�t	�re	�le�sin�	to	"ehol��	6n	�n	��ril	8GKB	le�ture�	he	h��

tol�	 his	 stu�ents�	 %2hile	 �e	 �re	 e�rnest	 in	 the	 �r��ti�e	 of	 the

useful�	those	thin�s	�hi�h	�� e	s�ooth	the	rou�h	�orners	of	life

�ust	not	"e	ne�le�te��)	

�Dter	 survivin�	 the	 horrors	 of	 ��r�	 .unter	 ��y	 h�ve

i���ine�	 th�t	 life’s	 rou�hest	 �orners	�ere	"ehin�	hi��	�ut	 one

ni�ht	 in	 -e"ru�ry	 8GKJ�	 his	 f��ily	 suLfere�	 the	 3rst	 of	 sever�l

tr��e�ies	�hen	its	youn�est	�e�"er�	four�ye�r�ol�	K�tie�	�ie�	of

so�e	 un no�n	 ��use�	 ��o	 ��ys	 l�ter�	 .unter	 �n�	 Fottie	 �n�

their	 re��inin�	 �hil�ren	 ��there�	 �ith	 frien�s	 �t	 (t�	 ?ohn’s

,�is�o��l	for	the	funer�l	servi�e�	�Dter	�hi�h	the	s��ll	��s et	��s

��rrie�	to	7r�y	>e�etery�	

(t�	 ?ohn’s	 ��s	 ,�st	 �ennessee’s	 ol�est	 ,�is�o��l

�on�re��tionNthe	�eno�in�tion	h��	�sse�"le�	 in	Knoxville	 �s

e�rly	 �s	 8GJI�	 �n�	 oL3�i�lly	 for�e�	 the	 ��rish	 in	 8G::�	 �he	 *ev�

.u�es�	.unter’s	"oss	�t	the	university�	h��	3rst	serve�	�s	re�tor

of	 (t�	 ?ohn’s	 in	 8G:I�	 the	 ye�r	 the	 3rst	 �hur�h	 "uil�in�	 ��s

�o��lete�	on	 the	�orner	of	>roo e�	 R2�lnutS	�n�	>u�"erl�n��

�lthou�h	Fottie	h��	not	"een	r�ise�	,�is�o��li�n�	she	!oine�	the

>hur�h	 �Dter	 ��rryin�	 .unter�	 �n�	 their	 �ove	 to	 Knoxville

initi�te�	the	f��ily’s	�sso�i�tion	�ith	(t�	?ohn’s�	/e�	to	to�n	in

8GKB�	 the	 /i�holsons	��y	 h�ve	 "een	 there	 on	&�r�h	 JH	 for	 the

funer�l	 of	 ,li5�	 .o��sonNthe	 HC�ye�r�ol�	 ,n�lish	 �i�o�	 �ho

h��	 �tten�e�	 (t�	 ?ohn’s	 �n�	 ��s	 "urie�	 �t	 7r�y	 >e�etery�

2h�tever	 the	 ��se�	 there’s	 little	 �ou"t	 th�t	 ne�s	 of	 the

/i�holsons’	�ontinuin�	�rief	re��he�	the	.o��son	si"lin�s�	

�t	 the	 st�rt	 of	 8GKC�	 -�nnie	 .o��son	 ��s	 h�lf��y

throu�h	 �	 ,uro�e�n	 holi��y�	 visitin�	 rel�tives	 in	 ,n�l�n�	 �n�

si�htseein�	there	�n�	in	+�ris�	�he	ne�	ye�r	shoul�	h�ve	"een	�

!oyful	 one	 for	 the	 /i�holsons	 "�� 	 in	 Knoxville�	 An	 ?�nu�ry	 C�

Fottie	��ve	"irth	to	�nother	�irl�	�n�	�hristene�	her	Fottie	(tone

Nher	o�n	��i�en	n��e�	�ut	over	the	next	fe�	��ys	there	�ere

����������������������������������������������

������������������



	4 	�o��li��tions	for	"oth	�other	�n�	inf�nt�	�n�	�s	the	�r�vity	of	her

�on�ition	"e���e	�	 �ert�inty�	�other	Fottie	"i�	her	hus"�n�	�n�

�hil�ren	 f�re�ell�	 %Ane	 "y	 one	 she	 ��lle�	 her	 ��rlin�s	 to	 her	 si�e

�n�	��ve	 the�	 s�eet	 �h�r�es�	�hi�h	 they	�ill	 re�e�"er	 in	 other

��ys	 ��i�	 the	 �sso�i�tions	 th�t	 �luster	 �roun�	 the	 i���e	of	 their

�e�r	�e��rte��)	�	�riter	for	the	Knoxville	Dail�	��roni�le	st�te��	�Dter

%�ssurin�	her	frien�s	th�t	�e�th	h��	lost	its	terrors�)	.unter’s	�ife

�ie�	�t	88#:B	on	the	�ornin�	of	?�nu�ry	K�	�t	the	house	��lle�	*iver

=ie��	(he	��s	C9�	

AL3�i�te�	in	��rt	"y	the	*ev�	.u�es�	the	funer�l	servi�e	�t

(t�	?ohn’s	the	follo�in�	�Dternoon	��s�	���or�in�	to	the	Dail�	.ress

an+	,eral+�	%sorro�ful)	�n�	%�Lfe�tin�)#	%(oon	�Dter	the	��ll�"e�rers

h��	"orne	their	�re�ious	"ur�en	into	the	�hur�h�	�hile	the	sole�n

�usi�	 of	 the	 funer�l	 �ir�e	 rever"er�te�	 throu�hout	 the	 s��re�

e�i3�e�	the	inf�nt	��u�hter�	the	"�"e	for	�ho�	&rs�	/i�holson	h��

�iven	u�	her	life�	��s	"��ti5e��)	-ollo�in�	the	servi�e�	%the	funer�l

�orte�e	�en�e�	its	��y	to	7r�y	>e�etery�	�here	the	re��ins	�ere

interre�	�ith	the	"e�utiful	�ere�ony	of	the	,�is�o��l	>hur�h�)	�he

stone	 l�ter	 ere�te�	 �t	 Fottie	 /i�holson’s	 �r�ve	 re��	 %.,*

.67.�A*/	 K6/(&�/	 >�&,	 �/'	 �AAK	 .,*	 �2�@)N�

�o�i3e�	line	fro�	%�nn�"el	Fee�)	�n	8GHB	�oe�	"y	,���r	�ll�n	+oe�

2e	�on’t	 no�	the	��uses	of	�e�th�	nor	�o	�e	 no�	�hi�h

of	Knoxville’s	�o�tors	�tten�e�	.unter’s	�ilin�	�ife	�n�	��u�hter�

2e	only	 no�	th�t	the	 inf�nt	Fottie	��s	�lso	%t� en	���y�)	 !ust	8:

��ys	 �Dter	 "irth�	 �n�	 l�i�	 to	 rest	 �t	7r�y	>e�etery	 on	 ?�nu�ry	 8G�

8GKC�	 �ir�ie	 /i�holson�	 �ho	 �oul�	 turn	 seven	 in	 �u�ust�	 ���in

"e���e	the	youn�est	of	the	f��ily’s	3ve	survivin�	�hil�ren�	

		

***	

		

-�nnie	.o��son	returne�	to	,�st	�ennessee	l�te	th�t	su��er	�Dter

8H	�onths	in	,uro�e�	�n�	on	(e�te�"er	8K�	she	��rrie�	'r�	(��n

�urnett�	 �	 Knoxville	 �hysi�i�n�	 �he	 �ou�le	 rente�	 �	 house	 on

�e��er�n�e	 .ill�	 !ust	 e�st	 of	 �o�nto�n�	 (he	 h��	 "een	 "�� 

�����������������������������������������������

�����������������



	4(	rou�hly	 �	 �onth	 �hen�	 so�e�here	 in	 the	 �ity�	 her	 s�sh	 ��s

re�orte�ly	 stolen	 "y	 �	 Fi5	 2illi��s�	 �ho�	 the	 Dail�	 .ress	 an+

,eral+	�es�ri"e�	 �s	 %the	�ost	 notorious	 sne� 	 thief	 in	 the	 �ity�)

�ut	other�ise	 the	ne�	 %&rs�	'r�	�urnett)	 resu�e�	 re�ul�r	�or 

�n�	 so�i�l	 ��tivities	 in	 Knoxville�	 (he	 �lso	 volunteere�	 �ith	 the

�enevolent	�sso�i�tion�	 �n�	 th�t	 f�ll	��s	�l��e�	on	�	 �o��ittee

to	 �olle�t	 �on�tions	 fro�	 "usinesses	 �n�	 resi�ents	 lo��te�

����������������������������������������������

������������������

%"et�een	 7�y	 street	 �n�	 -irst	 >ree �

�n�	 &�in	 �n�	 >u�"erl�n�	 streets)N�

t�o�"lo� 	 �re�	 th�t	 in�lu�e�	 the	 ye�r�

ol�	(t�u"’s	A�er�	.ouse�	

�s	 -�nnie	 l�ter	 �rote	 in

%�ir�ie�)	 it	 ��s	 �roun�	 this	 ti�e	 th�t

she	��s	frien�s	�ith	�	�irl	�hose	f��ily

live�	"eyon�	�ity	li�its#	%(he	��s	�	little

�irl	 6	  ne�	 �hen	 3rst	 6	 ��s	 ��rrie��

�n�	6	sh�ll	�l��ys	re�e�"er	her	�s	she

��s	then�	�hen	she	��s	K	ye�rs	ol�	�n�

�e	 �ere	 inti��te	 ��Eu�int�n�es�)

-�nnie	in�i��te�	th�t	their	3rst	�eetin�

o��urre�	 one	 ��y	 �hen	 %6	 h��	 �riven

out	 to	 see	 �ir�ie’s	 �����	 �t	 the

�h�r�in�	 house	 in	 the	 �ountry	 �here

they	 live��)	 -�nnie	 ����rently

����������������������������

����

si��li3e��	or	 fu��e��	 the	 ti�eline	�	"it�	 �s	�ir�ie’s	�����	h��

"een	 �e��	 �"out	 ei�ht	 �onths	 �hen	 -�nnie	 ��rrie�	 (��n�	 6f

in�ee�	 -�nnie	 ��lle�	 on	 Fottie	 �t	 *iver	 =ie��	 it	 �ust	 h�ve

o��urre�	�rior	 to	-�nnie	 le�vin�	 for	,uro�e	 in	 ?une	 8GKJ�	�n�	 if

th�t	 ��s	 in�ee�	 the	 ��se�	 K�tie	 /i�holson’s	 �e�th	 l�te	 th�t

-e"ru�ry	 ��y	 "e	 �h�t	 �ro��te�	 -�nnie’s	 visit�	 �ut	 the

�ir�u�st�n�es	re��in	un no�n�	

�ir�ie’s	�ountry	house�	-�nnie	�rote�	��s	lo��te�	%�	fe�

�iles)	 fro�	 to�n	 �n�	 ��lle�	 %*iversi�e�)	 2ritin�	 sever�l	 ye�rs

�Dter	 the	 events	 �t	 *iver	 =ie��	 -�nnie	 ��n	 "e	 for�iven	 for	 not

����������������������������������������������

������������������
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	�)	�ettin�	 the	 house’s	 n��e	 �n�	 �ist�n�e	 fro�	 to�n	 ex��tly	 ri�ht�

thou�h	 it’s	 li ely	 she	 ��s	 �eli"er�tely	 v��ue	 in	 her	 �es�ri�tions�

(till�	 �ost	 of	 her	 �et�ils	 �li�n	 �ith	 �h�t	 �e	  no�	 �"out	 the

/i�holsons�	 (he	 �rote�	 for	 ex���le�	 th�t	 �ir�ie’s	 f�ther�	 %<�he

&�!or�’	�ho	h��	"een	�	>onfe�er�te	oL3�er�	h��	"e�o�e	�	+rofessor

in	�	�ell� no�n	(outhern	university�)	

���or�in�	 to	 her	 ���ount�	 -�nnie	 ��s	 t�l in�	 �ith	 the

��rents	 �hen	 �ir�ie	 entere�	 the	 roo��	 �n�	 the	 �irl	 i��e�i�tely

���tiv�te�	the	�riter#	%(he	��s	�	ver�	�retty	�hil��	�	�	�	(he	��s	very

sli�ht	 �	 �	 �	 she	 h��	3ne	 "ro�n	h�ir�	�hi�h	 hun�	 loose�	 �	 �ure	 f�ir

s in�	�ith	�	f�int	rose�le�f	�olor�	�n�	�	�eli��te	s��ll	f��e�	�ith	the

�le�rest	 inno�ent	 �ol�en�"ro�n	 eyes	 6	 ever	 s���)	 -�nnie	 �lso

noti�e�	the	�irl’s	serious	�on�ern	for	�	�oll	th�t	��s	%lyin�	in	inv�li�

st�te	u�on	�	sof��)	�Dter	"ein�	 intro�u�e�	 to	�ir�ie�	-�nnie	�s e�

�"out	 the	 �oll’s	 �on�ition�	 �n�	 oLfere�	 to	 hel�	 �hen	 �ir�ie

ex�l�ine�	th�t	%&iss	�nn�	h�s	the	�e�sles	very	"��ly�)	�he	��rents�

�n�	 ��rti�ul�rly	 the	 f�ther�	 see�e�	 �eli�hte�	 "y	 their	 ��u�hter’s

vivi�	i���in�tion#	%6	s��	her	�����	�n�	the	&�!or	�l�n�e	�t	e��h

other	�s	�e	 leDt	 the��	�n�	 the	&�!or’s	hu�orous	eyes	 loo e�	 in	�

very	Euiet	��y	�ore	hu�orous	 th�n	ever�	"ut	he	�i�	not	 l�u�h	�t

�ll�	6	�is�overe�	�Dter��r�s	th�t	he	never	�istur"e�	�ir�ie’s	"eliefs

�n�	f�n�ies�	or	tre�te�	the�	�ith	�ny	�isres�e�t	�hi�h	�oul�	s�oil

the�	for	her�)	

Ane	�on�ers	�hether	�ir�ie’s	�on�ern	for	her	�oll’s	he�lth

��s	 roote�	 in	 the	 re�ent	 loss	 of	 her	 little	 sister�	 .��	 K�tie

/i�holson	 �ie�	 of	 the	�e�sles4	 +erh��s	 -�nnie	 h��	 this	 in	�in��

�ith	 �	 ��rti�ul�r	 interest	 in	 en�our��in�	 the	 �irl�	 �hen	 she

"efrien�e�	�ir�ie�	-�nnie	su��este�	th�t	&iss	�nn��	the	�oll�	�i�ht

re�over	�t	one	of	 the	 re�ion’s	 reno�ne�	he�lth	 s��s�	 �n�	 too 	 the

�oll	ho�e	�ith	her#	%6	h��	�	�eli�htful	visit	fro�	&iss	�nn��	�ir�ie

�n�	 6	 �reten�e�	 th�t	 she	 ��s	 o"li�e�	 to	 visit	 so�e	 f�shion�"le

�iner�l	s�rin�s	�Dter	her	�e�sles�	(o	6	��rrie�	her	to	�y	house	in

to�n	�n�	 e�t	her	there�	6	thin 	6	�rote	one	or	t�o	letters	fro�	her

to	 her	 �other	 �es�ri"in�	 her	 ��y	 life	 �t	 &ontv�le	 Y(�rin�s�	 in

�����������������������������������������������

�����������������



	�1	�lount	 >ountyZ	 or	2hite	 (ul�hur	 Y(�rin�s�	2est	 =ir�ini�Z�	 �ut

the	 truth	 ��s	 th�t	 &iss	 �nn�	 ��s	 re�lly	 �ith	 �e�	 �n�	 6	 ��s

�� in�	her	so�e	ne�	thin�s	to	�e�r�	�	 �	 �	Y2Zhen	she	�ent	"�� 

to	 *iversi�e	 she	 ��s	 ne�ly	 �resse��	 �n�	 her	�other	 foun�	 her

loo in�	very	�ell	�n�	�u�h	i��rove�	"y	the	�iner�l	��ters�)	

6t’s	 si�ni3��nt	 th�t	 -�nnie	 not	 only	  ne�	 of	 &ontv�le

(�rin�s�	 "ut	 �entione�	 it	 in	 her	 short	 story�	 �he	 �ell� no�n

resort	 h��	 �	 liter�ry	 history	 �oin�	 "�� 	 to	 its	 foun�in�	 in	 8GCJ�

�h�t	ye�r�	>h�rles	�o��’s	(oo+ville'	7r%	��e	4n��ore�	#e�lai!e+	��s

�rinte�	 in	 Knoxville	 �s	 the	 3rst�ever	 novel	 �u"lishe�	 "y	 �

�ennessee	�uthor0	the	%su"st�nti�lly	true)	story	o�ens	�ith	%�	tri�

to	 the	 NN	 (�rin�s�)	 �hi�h	 �o��	 �e�line�	 to	 n��e	 "ut

nevertheless	 �es�ri"e�	�ith	 ����rent	 f�ithfulness�	 �l�ost	 three

�e���es	l�ter�	�oet	(i�ney	F�nier	set	��rt	of	his	�uto"io�r��hi��l

novel	 �i)er�Lilies	 �t	 the	 resort	 hotel�	 �hi�h	 his	 �r�n�f�ther

��n��e�	 �t	 the	 ti�e�	 �n�	 &�ry	 /o�illes	 &urfree�	 �

�onte��or�ry	 of	 �urnett’s	 �ho	 �u"lishe�	 �s	 %>h�rles	 ,�"ert

>r���o� )	 �n�	 set	�ost	 of	her	�or s	 in	����l��hi��	 "o�r�e�	 �t

&ontv�le	(�rin�s	in	8GGH	�hile	�ritin�	her	novel	��e	.ro5�e�	o8	��e

/rea�	�!o �	$oun�ains�	�n�	���e	sever�l	l�ter	visits	�s	�ell�	

6n	Knoxville�	 -�nnie’s	 frien�shi�	�ith	�ir�ie	 �re��	 �n�

they	en!oye�	%��ny	�h�r�in�	�ornin�s)	to�ether�	�e��use	*iver

=ie�	��s	 lo��te�	so�e	�ist�n�e	fro�	�o�nto�n�	%the	�ir	felt	so

�u�h	 �ooler	 �n�	 fresher	 there�)	 -�nnie	 �rote�	 %�n�	 �urin�	 the

hot	 (outhern	 su��er	�y	 visits	 to	 her	 ho�e	use�	 to	 "e	 �	 �re�t

relief	to	�e�)	An	the	hillsi�e	"elo�	the	house	%there	�ere	so	��ny

t�ll	trees	�n�	so	�u�h	sh��e�	.er	house	��s	"uilt	in	the	�i�st	of

�	"e�utiful	�rove	of	�ine	�n�	o� 	trees�)	�s	they	��l e�	throu�h

the	 �rove�	 �ir�ie	 i�enti3e�	 Olo�ers	 �n�	 "ir�s	 �n�	 other

s�e�i�ens	th�t	she	h��	le�rne�	�"out	fro�	her	f�ther�	

�ir�ie	�lso	t�l e�	�"out	the	little	f�iries	th�t	live�	on	the

hillsi�e�	 �n�	 she	���e	 s�in�s	 for	 the�	 "y	 tyin�	 lon�	 "l��es	 of

�r�ss	 to�ether�	2hen	 the	 �irl	 ex�l�ine�	 th�t	 the	 f�iries	 li e�	 to

��n�e	 in	 the	 �oonli�ht�	 -�nnie	 "ent	 �o�n	 un�er	 �n	 o� �	 �n�

����������������������������������������������
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	�2	to�ether	 they	 %�le�re�	 ���y	 �ll	 t�i�s	 �n�	 f�llen	 le�ves	 �n�	"its	 of

�e""le	fro�	un�er	the	tree�	�n�	���e	�	�h�r�in�	s�ooth	�l��e	to

��n�e	 on�)	 -�nnie	�rote�	 %�hen	�e	���e	 �	 3ne	�oss	 ��r�et	 �n�

"or�ere�	 it	�ith	 fresh	 le�ves�	 �n��	 �s	 �	 3nishin�	 tou�h�	�e	���e

�oss	se�ts	to	rest	on	"et�een	the	��n�es�)	2�t�hin�	�ir�ie	�l�y	on

this	 �oo�e�	 hillsi�e	 ��y	 h�ve	 re�in�e�	 -�nnie	 of	 her	 o�n

ex�erien�es	 in	 %the	 �o�er�)	 the	 se�lu�e�	 �rove	 ��!��ent	 to	 the

�ott��e	�here	her	f��ily	h��	3rst	live�	in	Knoxville�	

���or�in�	to	-�nnie�	%�t	the	en�	of	the	su��er	Y�ir�ie’sZ

f��ily	 leDt	 their	 house	 in	 the	 �ountry	 �n�	 too 	 �	 house	 in	 to�n�

�hi�h	��s	 !ust	on	 the	o��osite	 si�e	of	 the	 street	 fro�	�ine�)	�he

�riter	 li ely	�ltere�	 the	 ti�eline�	�s	�ee�	re�or�s	su��est	 th�t	 the

/i�holsons	 �ere	 for�e�	 to	 �ove	 e�rly�	 r�ther	 th�n	 l�te�	 in	 the

su��er	 of	 8GK:�	 -or	 �h�tever	 re�son�	 ,�st	 �ennessee	 �niversity

trustees	 �hose	 to	 sell	 JC	 ��res	 of	 ��ri�ultur�l	 �ro�erty�	 in�lu�in�

%the	l�r�e	"ri� 	ho�e	"elon�in�	to	the	>olle�e	f�r��)	�n�	on	?une

JK	�ee�e�	it	to	%,sther	2��lo��	�ife	of	,�	+�	2��lo�	of	6llinois�)	

�y	 the	 ti�e	 -�nnie’s	 3rst	 son�	 Fionel�	 ��s	 "orn	 on

(e�te�"er	 JB�	 the	 �urnetts	 �n�	 the	 "oy’s	 nurse�	 �	 for�erly

ensl�ve�	�o��n	n��e�	+ris�ill�	2hitson�	resi�e�	in	�	"ri� 	house

on	 the	 north�est	 �orner	 of	 >u�"erl�n�	 �n�	 .enley�	 �here	 isn’t

evi�en�e	th�t	the	/i�holsons	relo��te�	to	th�t	"lo� 	of	>u�"erl�n��

"ut	 they	 �i�	 �ove	 to	 �	 ne�	 ho�e	 �"out	 t�o	 "lo� s	 south	 of

>u�"erl�n��	on	�e��le	�venue	Rno�	=olunteer	�lv�S�	ne�r	>ir�le

+�r 	 �n�	 the	 university�	 �he	 t�o	 f��ilies�	 no�	 livin�	 less	 th�n	 �

�ile	fro�	e��h	other�	�ontinue�	their	frien�shi��	�n�	�ir�ie	3n�lly

�et	 the	 ne�"orn	 �urnett�	 %6t	 ��s	 very	 �"sor"in�	 �hen	 �oy)N�s

Fionel	 is	 ��lle�	 in	 -�nnie’s	 storyN%��s	 intro�u�e�	 to	 �ir�ie	 �n�

&iss	 �nn�	 �n�	 �yself�	 �ir�ie’s	 ex�erien�e	 �s	 �	 ��rent	 ��s	 very

useful	to	�e	in	�y	3rst	venture�	�n�	she	h��	�	very	�oo�	o�inion	of

�oy�	thou�h	6	thin 	�e	�ere	"oth	Euite	fr�n 	in	���ittin�	th�t	!ust

�t	3rst	he	��s	�ore	"i�	th�n	ex��tly	"e�utiful�)	

-�nnie	 �n�	 �ir�ie’s	 sister	 >�rrie	 �tten�e�	 �	��sEuer��e

"�ll	 �t	 the	 F���r	 .ouse	 th�t	 >hrist��s	 ,ve9	 &e�"ers	 of

�����������������������������������������������
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	�4	Knoxville’s	elite	���e	�is�uise�	�s	f�iries�	�o�inoes�	�h�r��ters	li e

6��o	�n�	the	>ount	of	&onte	>risto�	histori��l	3�ures	li e	>��t�in

Ki��	 �n�	 Queen	 ,li5�"eth�	 �n�	 �"str��t	 �re�tions	 li e	 %�he

�n no�n�)	 6f	 the	 �ostu�e�	 �uests	 �ere	 line�	 u�	 �s	 liste�	 in	 the

Dail�	.ress	an+	,eral+�	then	>�rrie	R�	she�her�essS	follo�e�	-�nnie

R&�ry	Queen	of	(�otsS	into	the	"�llroo��	�here	the	:I	��rti�i��nts

��n�e�	 to	 the	 �usi�	 of	 -�nnie’s	 "rother	 .er"ert	 �n�	 his	 %strin�

"�n��)	 �hile	 %�	 l�r�e	 nu�"er	 of	 on�loo ers)	 o"serve�	 �h�t	 the

Knoxville	 (ee l�	 ��roni�le	 re� one�	 %the	 event	 of	 the	 se�son	 in

f�shion�"le	�ir�les�)	

�hen	in	��ril	8GKH�	the	Dail�	.ress	an+	,eral+	re�orte�	th�t

the	�urnetts	h��	�l�nne�	%�n	exten�e�	st�y	in	,uro�e�)	�n�	�oul�

soon	"e	le�vin�	Knoxville�	6niti�lly�	the	�ou�le	inten�e�	to	"e	�one

only	 %�	 ye�r	 or	 t�o�)	 ���or�in�	 to	 the	(�i)	 an+	 ��roni�le	 in	 e�rly

&�y�	 �n�	-�nnie	 l�ter	�rote	of	 ex�e�tin�	 to	 see	her	 youn�	 frien�

���in#	%6	�ent	�"ro��	the	next	s�rin��	�n�	�hen	6	 isse�	�ir�ie	for

the	l�st	ti�e	6	thou�ht	�e	shoul�	"e	inti��te	frien�s	���in	in	�"out

t�o	ye�rs�)	�s	 it	 turne�	out�	 thou�h�	-�nnie’s	 ye�rs	�s	�	Knoxville

resi�ent	en�e�	�ith	her	�e��rture�	�he	�urnetts’	�r�n�	��"itions

N-�nnie’s	 in	 liter�ture�	 (��n’s	 in	 �e�i�ineN�oul�n’t	 very	 �ell

���o��o��te	 �	 lon��ter�	 frien�shi�	�ith	 �ir�ie	 �n�	 life	 in	 th�t

�ity�	

�he	�urnetts	l�ter	visite�	the	�ity	�t	le�st	on�e�	�s	in	�i��

?uly	8GKG	�hen	they	%re�istere�	�t	the	F���r	.ouse�)	2hether	the

novelist�	the	��!or�	�n�	little	�ir�ie	ever	reunite�	is	�nyone’s	�uess�

-�nnie	 �i��	 ho�ever�	 �orres�on�	 �ith	 �ir�ie	 fro�

,n�l�n��	�n�	throu�h	this	ex�h�n�e	le�rne�	of	�	/i�holson	f��ily

�ro!e�t�	�hi�h	.unter�	�ith	his	 !ourn�listi�	"�� �roun��	no	�ou"t

en�our��e��	�ir�ie	 %�n�	her	"rothers	�n�	sisters	�u"lishe�	�	 little

���er	 in	 their	 o�n	 house	 �n�	 she	 �s e�	 �e	 to	 �rite	 the�

so�ethin��)	 s�i�	 -�nnie�	 �ho	 res�on�e�	�ith	 %�ehin�	 the	2hite

�ri� �)	�	t�le	in	�hi�h	�ir�ie	�lso	���e�rs	�s	�	�inor	�h�r��ter�	

6n	the	story�	�	�irl	n��e�	?e�	�is�overs	%>hi�neyl�n��)	�

hi��en	�orl�	insi�e	her	�unt’s	�hi�ney	�here	(�nt�	�n�	his	elves

��nuf��ture	 toys�	 �t	 one	 �oint	 �histle�	 �n	 elf�	 �s s	 (�nt�	 �hi�h

�����������������������������������������������
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	��	�olor	eyes	he	shoul�	�ive	�	�oll	 in	�ro�ress	 for	 the	 %Fittle	�irl	 in

the	 re�	 "ri� 	 house	 �t	 the	 �orner	 �	 �	 �	 n��e	 of	 �ir�ie�)	 (�nt�

re�lies#	%�lue	eyes�	if	you	�le�se�	�histle�	�n�	�ol�en	h�ir�	�n�	let

it	"e	�	"i�	one�	(he	t� es	�oo�	��re	of	the��)	�histle	��rees	th�t

�ir�ie	 %is	�ost	�ttentive	 to	 Y�ollsZ	�hen	 they	�re	 ill�	 6n	 f��t�	her

�et	�oll	is	�	�ri��le�	�ith	�	stiLf	le��)	

6t	 isn’t	  no�n	�hether	 �ir�ie	 �n�	 her	 si"lin�s	 ��tu�lly

�rinte�	this	story	�n��	if	so�	ho�	�i�ely	it	�ir�ul�te�	in	Knoxville�

-ortun�tely�	-�nnie	�onsi�ere�	the	story	�orth	su"�ittin�	to	the

��eri��n	 �hil�ren’s	 ����5ine	 ��9	 �i��olas�	 �hi�h	 �u"lishe�

%�ehin�	 the	2hite	�ri� )	 in	 its	 ?�nu�ry	 8GK9	 issue	�n�	 in�lu�e�

�n	 illustr�tion	 ���tione�	 %�ir�ie	 �n�	.er	+et	'oll�)	 �y	 the	 ti�e

the	 story	 re���e�re�	 R�inus	 the	 �r��in�	 of	 �ir�ieS	 in	 her	 8G9B

�olle�tion	 Li��le	 �ain�	 :li1a�e��	 an+	 7��er	 ��ories�	 -�nnie	 h��

��hieve�	intern�tion�l	f��e	�s	the	�uthor	of	Li��le	Lor+	-aun�lero�9	

6f	 not	 for	 �	 su"seEuent	 story	 �olle�tion�	 it	 �oul�	 h�ve

"een	 i��ossi"le	 to	 �onne�t	 �ir�ie	 /i�holson	 to	 the	 f��ous

�uthor�	 /iovanni	 an+	 ��e	 7��er3	 ��il+ren	 (�o	 ,ave	 $a+e	 ��ories�

�u"lishe�	 in	 8G9J�	 �ont�ins	 -�nnie’s	 �ritten	 %s et�hes)	 of

�hil�ren	she	h��	�et	over	the	ye�rs�	�ri��rily	in	6t�ly	�n�	other

��rts	 of	,uro�e�	.ere	 she	 �lso	�rote	 �"out	her	 sons	Fionel	 �n�

=ivi�n�	 referrin�	 to	 the��	 res�e�tively�	 �s	 the	 �oy	 �n�	 the

(o�i�list�	

��on�	th�t	"oo ’s	stories�	%�ir�ie)	is	����rently	the	only

one	 �r��n	 fro�	 the	 �uthor’s	 life	 in	 Knoxville�	 6n	 her	 �ref��e�

-�nnie	�� es	 it	 �le�r	 th�t	 the	 s et�hes	 of	 �ir�ie	 �n�	 the	 other

�hil�ren	 �re	 "�se�	 on	 f��t#	 %*e�e�"erin�	 th�t	 to	 �y	 o�n

�hil�hoo�	the	story	of	�	�hil�	�ho	��s	�	re�l�	livin�	�re�ture	h��	�

s�e�i�l	f�s�in�tion�	6	h�ve	�ut	so�e	of	these	s et�hes	into	�or�s	�

�	 �	thin in�	th�t	�erh��s	other	�hil�ren	��y	li e	to	re��	of	s��ll

�re�tures	�ho	�ere	�s	re�l	�s	the�selves�	�n�	not	only	"ein�s	of

the	i���in�tion�)	

�he	story	h��	��tu�lly	���e�re�	3rst	in	�	'e�e�"er	8G98

issue	 of	 the	 .�ila+el5�ia	 In6uirer�	 un�er	 the	 title	 %�ir�ieN�he

(tory	 of	 �	 Fittle	7irl	2ho	�elieve�	 in	 -�iries�)	2hile	 fe�	 if	 �ny

����������������������������������������������
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	��	Knoxvilli�ns	 s��	 or	  ne�	 of	 th�t	 ori�in�l	 �u"li��tion�	 the

�ntholo�y	 /iovanni	 an+	 ��e	 7��er	 re�eive�	 �i�e	 �u"li�ity	 �n�

f�vor�"le	revie�s	in	ne�s���ers	fro�	(�n	-r�n�is�o	to	�oston�	6n

'e�e�"er	 8G9J�	 Knoxville’s	 �ri�une	 ��lle�	 the	 "oo 	 %�	 v�lu�"le

���ition	to	��eri��n	liter�ture�)	one	th�t	��s	�v�il�"le	%�t	.ensell

;	�r�stron�’s)N�	7�y	(treet	"oo store	�o�o�ne�	"y	�	ne�he�	of

*o"ert	.�	�r�stron��	

�he	 follo�in�	 ye�r	 s��	 the	 rele�se	 of	��e	 7ne	 I	 Kne�	 ��e

0es�	 o8	4ll�	 �	�e�oir	 in	�hi�h	-�nnie	 s et�he�	herself	 �s	 �	 %(��ll

+erson)	�ro�in�	u�	in	&�n�hester�	,n�l�n��	�ho	eventu�lly	�oves

�ith	 her	 si"lin�s	 �n�	 �i�o�e�	 �other	 to	 ��eri���	 �n�	 there	 in

�ennessee	"e�ins	to	�rite	for	�	livin��	

		

***	

		

�Dter	 -�nnie’s	 �e��rture�	 .unter	 ��rrie�	 his	 se�on�	 �ife�	 K�te

&�rtin�	 �n�	 eventu�lly	 f�there�	 �ore	 �hil�ren�	 �t	 the	 ne�ly

ren��e�	 �niversity	 of	 �ennessee�	 he	 �h�ire�	 the	 n�tur�l	 history

�e��rt�ent	 �n�	 ��s	 res�onsi"le	 for	 ��t�lo�in�	 the	 university

li"r�ry	 ���or�in�	 to	 the	 ne�	 'e�ey	 syste��	 .e	 re��ine�

intereste�	 in	 "oth	 ��ri�ulture	 �n�	�u"lishin��	 "e�o�in�	 e�itor	 of

the	livesto� 	����5ine	Jerse�	0ulle�in�	.e	�rote	�rti�les	for	4!eri�an

,o!es	 on	 horti�ultur�l	 to�i�s�	 su�h	 �s	 %+l�nnin�	 �n�	 +l�ntin�

7roun�s)	 �n�	 %-lo�ers	 �"out	 the	 .o�e)Nto�i�s	 th�t	 �oul�

in�re�sin�ly	 interest	 �urnett	 l�ter	 in	 life�	 Knoxville’s	 Journal	 an+

�ri�une	even	"rou�ht	.unter	on	st�Lf	�s	�n	��ri�ulture	�olu�nist�	

.e	 h��	 lon�	 "een	 intereste�	 in	 �rt�	 �n�	 inv�ri�"ly

su��orte�	 his	 �hil�ren’s	 �rtisti�	 ��"itions�	 �s	 in	 8GGC	 �hen

��u�hters	 >�rrie	 �n�	 �ir�ie	 exhi"ite�	 �rt�or 	 in	 KnoxvilleN

�lon�si�e	note�	�rtists	li e	Floy�	�r�nson	�n�	��eli�	�r�stron�N

�n�	��u�hter	For�	t�u�ht	�rt	in	(�rin�	.ill�	northe�st	of	>olu�"i��

/e�r	the	en�	of	his	 life�	.unter	�ore	�u"li�ly	�ro�ote�	Knoxville

�rtists	 "y	 hel�in�	 or��ni5e	 the	 Knoxville	 �rt	 >lu"�	 of	 �hi�h	 he

serve�	 �s	 vi�e��resi�ent	 "efore	 "ein�	 ele�te�	 �resi�ent	 in	 ��ril

�����������������������������������������������
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	��	89BB�	.e	en�our��e�	�ll	ty�es	of	�rtists�	even	�riters�	6t	��s	l�ter

s�i�	of	.unter#	%�o	��ny	�	�riter	�hose	tire�	�en	f�ltere��	there

���e	stren�th	fro�	his	en�our��e�ent	�n�	ex�erien�e�	�o	��ny

�n	 �rtist	 �hose	 slo�	 "rush	 "ut	 f�intly	 reve�le�	 the	 hi��en

thou�ht�	his	 in��	true	�riti�is�s	��ve	ne�	ins�ir�tion�)	

(ever�l	 �onths	 "efore	 %�ir�ie)	 3rst	 ���e�re�	 in	 �rint�

Knoxville	l��yer	?oshu�	>�l��ell�	�ho	foun�e�	the	�en’s	liter�ry

6rvin�	>lu"	in	8GGI�	s�o e	to	�	lo��l	!ourn�list	�n�	sh�re�	�	little�

 no�n	 f��t	 �"out	 -r�n�es	 .o��son	 �urnett	 �n�	 ��a�	 Lass	 7&

Lo�rie&s�	 the	novel	 th�t	�ut	�urnett	on	��eri��’s	 liter�ry	���	 in

8GKK�	�s	the	Knoxville	�en�inel	�riter	reve�le�#	%(ix	or	ei�ht	�onths

�rior	to	its	�u"li��tion�	&rs�	�urnett	su"�itte�	the	��nus�ri�t	to

+rof�	.unter	/i�holson	for	his	o�inion	�n�	the	le�rne�	�rofessor

tol�	�y	infor��nt	�t	the	ti�e	th�t	he	h��	!ust	re��	�	story	�hi�h�

if	�u"lishe��	�oul�	�ttr��t	the	�ttention	of	the	�hole	�orl��	�he

�orl�	 ��n	 testify	 to	 the	 f��t	 th�t	 +rof�	 /i�holson’s	 �re�i�tion

���e	true�)	

�Dter	 �	 short	 illness�	.unter	/i�holson�	 IG�	 fell	 into	 �	 �o��	�n�

never	��o e�	.is	�e�th	on	&�r�h	H�	89B8�	ins�ire�	o"itu�ries	�n�

tri"utes	 in	 ne�s���ers	 throu�hout	 �ennessee�	 �n�	 even	 into

Kentu� y�	 �l�"����	 �n�	 (outh	 >�rolin��	 �t	 their	 �eetin�	 th�t

�onth�	 �e�"ers	 of	 the	 Knoxville	 �rt	 >lu"Nin�lu�in�	 Floy�

�r�nson�	�	��ll"e�rer	�t	/i�holson’s	funer�lNun�ni�ously	vote�

to	 ren��e	 the	 or��ni5�tion	 �Dter	 its	 �e��rte�	 �resi�ent�	Aver	 �

Eu�rter	 �entury�	 the	/i�holson	 �rt	 Fe��ue	 "o�ste�	 so�e	 of	 the

re�ion’s	 "est	 �rtists	 ��on�	 its	 �e�"ers#	 �r�nson�	 >�therine

2iley�	 >h�rles	 Krut�h�	 .u�h	 �yler�	 ��eli�	 �r�stron�	 Fut5�

�r�hite�t	7eor�e	-�	��r"er�	�n�	others�	

		

***	

		

�s	 for	 �ir�ie	 /i�holson�	 in	 e�rly	 8GK9�	 she	 ��s	 �on3r�e�	 �n�

liste�	 �s	 �	 �o��uni��nt	 �t	 (t�	 ?ohn’s	,�is�o��l	 in	Knoxville�	 6n

the	f�ll	of	8GGB	she	�tten�e�	s�hool	in	>olu�"i��	�ennessee�	�ith

����������������������������������������������

������������������



	� 	her	 sister	 For��	2hen	 �ir�ie	 �ontr��te�	 ty�hoi�	 �	 ye�r	 l�ter�	 the

Knoxville	Dail�	�ri�une	h��	to	�u"lish	�n	�rti�le	�ounterin�	�	ru�or

th�t	 she	 h��	 �ie�	 of	 the	 illness�	 6n	 8GGJ�	 she	 enrolle�	 in	 the

�ennessee	 -e��le	 >olle�e	 in	 -r�n lin�	 �here	 she	 �ssiste�	 in	 the

�u"li��tion	of	�	�ee ly	����5ine�	��e	�lionean	4r)us�	�he	follo�in�

ye�r	she	tr�nsferre�	to	�ee�h�roDt	(e�in�ry	in	(�rin�	.ill	�Dter	her

sister	For�	!oine�	the	f��ulty	te��hin�	�rt�	

'urin�	�ir�ie’s	ti�e	�s	�	stu�ent	there�	�	�uriously	n��e�

heifer	��s	"orn	in	the	vi�inity0	li ely	o�ne�	"y	�	rel�tion	or	frien�

of	.unter’s�	%�ir�ie	/i�holson)	�oul�	l�ter	"e	liste�	�s	the	�ro�erty

of	&�ury	?ersey	-�r�	in	>olu�"i��	�n�	i�enti3e�	�s	nu�"er	C8IKI

in	the	��eri��n	?ersey	>�ttle	>lu"’s	,er+	#e)is�er�	

/e�s���ers	 th�t	 follo�e�	 the	 �irl’s	 ��tivities	 in	 &i��le

�n�	 ,�st	 �ennessee	 eventu�lly	 �ro��e�	 the	 ni� n��e	 �n�	 "e��n

referrin�	to	her	�s	&iss	*e"e���	/i�holson�	(he	�ot	�	te��hin�	!o"

�����������������������������������������������

�����������������
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	�(	in	&�rsh�ll�	�ex�s�	in	8GGH	�n�	s�ent	�t	le�st	three	����e�i�	ye�rs

there�	An	A�to"er	CB�	8GG9�	she	��rrie�	�ho��s	-r�n�is	.o�e	in

2illi��son	 >ounty�	 �ennessee�	 ,x�e�t	 for	 �	 &�rsh�ll�	 �ex�s�

ne�s���er	�entionin�	the	�rriv�l	in	to�n	of	�	%&rs�	��	-�	.o�e�

of	�tl�nt�)	in	�u�ust	8G98�	�n�	her	��ssin�	throu�h	&�rsh�ll	%en

route	 to	&exi�o)	 in	 ��ril	 8G99�	 little	 else	 is	  no�n	 of	 *e"e���’s

�here�"outs	 until	 .unter	 /i�holson’s	 �e�th	 in	 89B8N�hen	 �n

o"itu�ry	in	Knoxville’s	�en�inel	i�enti3e�	her	�s	%&rs�	��	-�	.o�e�

of	=ill��o���	&exi�o�)	�iss�ellin�	 the	 to�n’s	n��e�	=ill�l�����

in	the	�ountry’s	northern	st�te	of	/uevo	Feon�	h��	"een	�	�inin�

�istri�t	 for	 �ore	 th�n	 t�o	 �enturies�	 *e"e���’s	 hus"�n�

su�ervise�	le��	�ine	o�er�tions	there�	"ut	h��	to	"e	hos�it�li5e�

for	 �	 �onth	 in	 89BC	 �Dter	 "re�thin�	 le��	 �ust�	 ����rently

re�overe��	�ho��s	��s	��n��in�	three	�ines	"y	the	en�	of	th�t

ye�r	 �n�	 �re�i�tin�	 %�	 �oo�	 future	 �he��)	 for	 lo��l	 �inin�

�ro�u�tion�	

�hree	ye�rs	l�ter�	*e"e���	foun�	herself	rentin�	�	roo�

in	&e��his	�s	�	:B�ye�r�ol�	�i�o��	

		

***	

		

(he	settle�	in	7len�or��	>�liforni��	"y	898J	�ith	her	un�le	.u�h

7or�on	 �n�	 �unt	 �nn�N�	 sister	 of	 her	 f�ther’s�	 �lthou�h

7len�or�	��s	 then	 �	 s��ll�	 ne�ly	 in�or�or�te�	 ��ri�ultur�l	 �ity

in	 Fos	�n�eles	>ounty�	 the	 �o�ul�tion	 of	 Fos	�n�eles	 itself	 h��

e�li�se�	Knoxville’s	�e���es	��o0	in	�	fe�	ye�rs	it	�oul�	hit	h�lf	�

�illion�	 Fos	 �n�eles	 ��s	 �lso	 ex��n�in�	 �eo�r��hi��lly�	 �s	 in

e�rly	898B	�hen	it	�nnexe�	the	s��ller	�ity	of	.olly�oo�N�here

!ust	�ee s	l�ter	�ire�tor	'�	2�	7riL3th	rele�se�	the	3rst	3l�	ever

�ro�u�e�	there�	

>oin�i�ent�lly�	 *e"e���	 �rrive�	 in	 the	 �re�	 !ust	 �s

.olly�oo�’s	 "ur�eonin�	 3l�	 in�ustry	 "e��n	 ����tin�	 -r�n�es

.o��son	 �urnett’s	 stories	 for	 the	 s�reen�	 �he	 3rst�	 4	 La+�	 o8

;uali���	���e	out	in	898C0	"y	the	en�	of	the	silent	er��	�ore	th�n	�

�o5en	.olly�oo�	�ovies	h��	"een	���e	of	her	�or s�	in�lu�in�

����������������������������������������������

������������������



	�)	four	st�rrin�	&�ry	+i� for��	�n�	t�o	others	"�se�	on	��a�	Lass	7&

Lo�rie&sN�hose	 un�u"lishe�	 ��nus�ri�t	 .unter	 /i�holson�	 �n�

�erh��s	 even	 youn�	 �ir�ie�	 h��	 seen	 in	 Knoxville	 �l�ost	 �	 h�lf

�entury	e�rlier�	

>ensus	re�or�s	sho�	th�t	"et�een	89JB	�n�	89:B	*e"e���

�or e�	 �s	 �n	 ��ent	 in	 the	 "oo 	 in�ustry�	 �s	 �	 ne�s���er

�orres�on�ent�	 �n�	 l�ter	 in	 s�les�	(o�i�l	 life	 revolve�	�roun�	 lo��l

�o�en’s	 �n�	 "ri��e	 �lu"s�	 ���or�in�	 to	 one	 f��ily	�e�"er	�ho

 ne�	her	�s	�unt	�ir��	*e"e���	/�	.o�e	h��	�	feisty	��y	of	st�tin�

her	o�n	n��eN%*e"e����	�n�	ho�T)	*el�tives	h��	their	fun	�s	�ell�

(ever�l	 re��ll	 the	 �r�n 	 �s	 *e"e���	 �rove	 "�� 	 to	 the	 house	 one

ni�ht�	 �hen	 t�o	 youn�er	 �ousins	 ho��e�	 on	 their	 "i�y�les	 �n�

�e��le�	si�e�"y�si�e	to��r�	her�	hol�in�	Ol�shli�hts�	��usin�	her	to

s�erve	 to	�iss	 the	 ����rent	 on�o�in�	 ��r�	*e"e���	 �n�	her	 o�n

vehi�le	en�e�	u�	in	�n	or�h�r��	re��r �"ly	uns��the��	

-��ily	 infor��tion	 �"out	 *e"e���’s	 >�liforni�	 ye�rs

�o�es	 �ourtesy	 of	 �ho��son	 2e""�	 �hose	 �r�n��other	 &�ry

7or�on	(ti�son	��s	�	3rst	�ousin	to	*e"e����	2e""	Rhi�self	�	3rst

�ousin	on�e	re�ove�	of	the	l�te	*o"ert	2e""�	foun�er	of	the	2e""

(�hool	 of	 KnoxvilleS	  ne�	 *e"e���	 in	 her	 l�ter	 ye�rs�	 �hen	 her

threshol�	for	�hil�hoo�	�is�hief	��s	es�e�i�lly	lo��	

%6	 l�st	s��	her	�t	�	f��ily	>hrist��s	��rty	in	7len�or�	in

89H8�	 �hen	 6	 ��s	 �"out	 to	 turn	 G�)	 �rites	2e""�	 �ho	 re�e�"ers

shootin�	oLf	his	�o��un	ne�r	the	o�to�en�ri�n	one	too	��ny	ti�es�

%(he	s�o e	sh�r�ly	 to	�e	�hen	6	sur�rise�	her	�ith	�	�o��un	 �	 �	 �

she	 tol�	�e	 to	 �e�se	 �n�	 �esist	 in	 no	 un�ert�in	 ter�s�	.er	 stern

�or�s	�e�nt	th�t	6	�ent	���y	not	li in�	her�)	2e""’s	unfortun�te

3n�l	i��ression	of	*e"e���	�ontr�sts	�ith	other	f��ily	stories	th�t

��int	her	�s	�n	��venturous�	fun�lovin�	�o��n�	

(he	��s	fon�	of	�oin�	to	the	�ovies�	es�e�i�lly	"�� 	�hen

she	 �oul�	 �rive	 herself�	 �hi�h	 "e�s	 the	 Euestion	 of	 �hether	 she

too 	s�e�i�l	interest	in	�ny	of	those	3l�s	"�se�	on	�urnett’s	novels

N3l�s	th�t	�ere	"ein�	�ro�u�e�	rou�hly	JH	�iles	�ue	�est	 fro�

*e"e���’s	house�	/ot	�ountin�	six	overse�s	�ro�u�tions�	.olly�oo�

�����������������������������������������������
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	�2	stu�ios	rele�se�	8G	s�reen	����t�tions	�urin�	*e"e���’s	ye�rs	 in

the	 vi�inity�	 .��	 she	 seen�	 for	 ex���le�	 (hirley	 �e��le	 in	 ��e

Li��le	 .rin�ess	 in	 89C9�	 or	 &7&’s	 version	 of	 ��e	 �e�re�	 /ar+en�

�ro�u�e�	"y	for�er	Knoxvilli�n	>l�ren�e	�ro�n�	�	�e���e	l�ter4

Ar	is	it	�ossi"le	th�t�	�Dter	�ll	th�t	ti�e�	*e"e���	h��	lost	tr�� 	of

-�nnie’s	 ��reer�	 �n�	 never	 re�li5e�	 ho�	 intern�tion�lly	 f��ous

her	 frien�	h��	"e�o�e4	>oul�	 it	"e	 th�t	*e"e���	never	 re��	 the

story	 %�ir�ie�)	 �n�	 ��s	 therefore	 o"livious	 to	 her	 o�n	 liter�ry

si�ni3��n�e4	2e	��y	never	 no��	

�s	�i�ely	�s	her	>�liforni�	rel�tives	���ire�	her�	�u�h

of	 *e"e���’s	 e�rly	 life�	 in�lu�in�	 her	 "rief	 frien�shi�	 �ith	 the

reno�ne�	�uthor�	�oul�	re��in	�	�ystery	 to	 the��	An	 ?�nu�ry

8:�	89HC�	*e"e���	�ie�	of	��r�ino��tosis	�t	��e	GI�	�n�	��s	"urie�

in	 A� ��le	&e�ori�l	 +�r 	 in	 7len�or��	&e�"ers	 of	 the	 f��ily

�ho	��i�	for	her	�r�vestone	h��	 it	en�r�ve�	�ith	 the	ni� n��e

"y	�hi�h	�ost	of	the�	 ne�	her#	

		

*,�,>>�	/�	.A2,	

%>A�(6/	�6*')	

8GII�89HC	

		

***	

		

6n	 �on�lu�in�	 her	 story	 %�ir�ie�)	 -r�n�es	 .o��son	 �urnett

�use�	 on	 �h�t	 h��	 "e�o�e	 of	 the	 little	 �irl	 she’�	  no�n	 in

Knoxville�	�n�	�h�t	 in�	of	�o��n	she	��s	no��	so�e	8H	ye�rs

�Dter	 their	 l�st	 �eetin��	 %�ir�ie	 �ust	 "e	 "y	 no�	 �	 �ro�n�u�

youn�	l��y�)	�urnett	�rote�	%*e�e�"erin�	her	�eli��te	s5iri�uelle

little	 f��e	 �n�	 tr�nslu�ent	 �ol�en�"ro�n	 eyes�	 6	 feel	 sure	 she	 is

f�ir	 to	 loo 	u�on0	 re�e�"erin�	her	�retty	 inno�ent	 f�n�ies	�n�

ten�er	"eliefs�	6	��	sure	she	�ust	"e	 lov�"le	�n�	s�eet�	2hen	6

thin 	of	her�	�s	6	oDten	�o�	 no�in�	ho�	��ny	f�iry	thin�s	see�

to	f��e	���y	�s	one	�ro�s	fro�	�	�hil�	to	�	�o��n�	6	��nnot	hel�

s�yin�	to	�yself	�istfully�	 <6	ho�e	she	still	"elieves	 in	the	f�iries�

����������������������������������������������

������������������



	�3	�n�	6	ho�eN"e��use	she	is	so	�entle	�n�	ten�erNshe	so�eti�es

sees	one�’)	

�urnett�	�ho	�ie�	in	89J:�	eventu�lly	�rote	�ore	th�n	HB

"oo sNnovels	�n�	story	�olle�tions	for	"oth	��ults	�n�	�hil�ren

N�n�	����te�	8H	of	her	stories	for	the	st��e�	�o	��te�	there	h�ve

"een	 �t	 le�st	 IH	 s�reen	 ����t�tions�	 �urnett’s	 �ost	 en�urin�

�or 	��on�	�o�ern	re��ers	is	��e	�e�re�	/ar+en�	�	"oo 	th�t	still

ins�ires	3l�	versions	 Rthe	ne�est	 in	 JBJBS�	 �n�	h�s	never	 �one

out	of	�rint	sin�e	its	�u"li��tion	in	8988�	

�he	 �i�turesEue	 o� 	 �rove	 in	 Knoxville�	 �here	 -r�n�es

�n�	 �ir�ie	 �l�ye�	 to�ether	 �n�	 i���ine�	 �	 f�iry	 "�llroo��

ulti��tely	 �is���e�re�	 fro�	 the	 l�n�s���e�	 �s	 �i�	 the	 l�r�e

house�	  no�n	 �s	 the	2�sh"urn	 ho�e	 "efore	 it	��s	 torn	 �o�n�

/o�	 �ith	 �o�ern	 �evelo��ents�	 li e	 (orority	 =ill��e�	 �ottin�

the	 hillsi�e�	 it	�oul�	 "e	 �	 stret�h	 to	 still	 ��ll	 the	 �ro�erty	 *iver

=ie��	 thou�h	 the	 �e��e	 of	 l�n�	 f�rther	 �o�n�	 "et�een	 �hir�

>ree 	 �n�	 the	 river�	 is	 still	 ho�e	 to	 ��’s	 �e��rt�ent	 of

��ri�ulture�	 �ut	 the	 s�ot	 �here	 the	 �oloni�l	 ��nsion	 s�t	 h�s�

sin�e	89CI�	"een	o��u�ie�	"y	�	not�"le	s�hool	"uil�in��	one	���e�

to	the	/�tion�l	*e�ister	of	.istori�	+l��es	in	899G�	-un�e�	"y	the

2+�	 �n�	 �esi�ne�	 "y	 ��u��nn	 �n�	 ��u��nn�	 �yson	 ?unior

.i�hNno�	 the	 �yson	 +l��e	 oL3�e	 �o��lexNis	 one	 of	 the	 �ity’s

3nest	ex���les	of	/e�	'e�l	�r�hite�ture�
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